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Dear Parents



19 September 2007
All good things come to an end, and it is time for my wonderful time at the International School of Helderberg to come to an end. I have been blessed with a very special 8 years at this unique school. It is with excitement and confidence that I hand the ‘baton’ over to Annette Austin and become an ISH parent! 

I am glad that the winter rains and cold weather seems to be moving away as Spring is my favourite time of the year. With the budding of new flowers and the change all around us in nature, it seems appropriate that my time of change has come. This week will be a week of good-byes for me, a time of reflecting and a time to celebrate my 8 years at the school. Thank you to all of you who have walked the journey with me. This is indeed a very special place and I will always remember it with fond memories of fun, laughter and hard work!

STAFF NEWS:

At the beginning of term 3 we announced that Clare Hopkinson will be leaving. We are pleased to say that she has extended her stay and will be with us until mid-November. During the 4th term Mrs Broekhuysen and Mrs Hopkinson will be working in the Reception class together. We will therefore only be bidding Mrs Hopkinson and her family farewell during the 4th term. 

We will however be saying good-bye to Mr du Plessis who has made a decision to return to Guateng. Following the quick sale of his house, he will be leaving the school at the end of September. We will miss the du Plessis family who have been a part of this school for the past 4 years. Mrs du Plessis was the Reception class teacher before leaving to start her family and a year later Mr du Plessis joined us in the High School. We wish them well as they move to be closer to both grandparents and other family members in Gauteng. Annie Hugill, a UK trained teacher will be taking most of Mr du Plessis’s lessons during term 4. Mr McKinnon will be taking over the sport portfolio during term 4. 
Final staffing for 2008 will only be confirmed by the end of the year, however, we would like to advise parents that the following is the provisional staffing for the primary school for 2008. High School staffing will remain as for 2007. Mr du Plessis’s classes will be taken over by specialist staff as required.

Montessori
Kate Tolson

Nursery

Karen Walsh

Reception
Leigh  Mchlery
Year 1

Alice Tinsley

Year 2

Heather Beauchamp

Year 3

Annie Hugill

Year 4

Elsa Wilson

Year 5

Isabel Tarling

Year 6

Mark Gous

MUSIC EISTEDDFOD: 

Congratulations to all the piano pupils who played at the Eisteddfod in August. Well done, we are VERY proud of you.
LAND NEWS:

To date we are busy with the traffic survey. Mr Martinez visited South Africa this past week. The SEK/IES organization have become very frustrated with the slow moving of both pieces of land – Hout Bay and Helderberg. To this end Mr Martinez met with Cameron Dugmore and Mrs Austin joined him on Monday in a meeting with Helen Zilla. Both Cameron Dugmore and Helen Zilla have expressed their support of the two school projects, and we are hoping that they will assist in moving the re-zoning process forward a little quicker. 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:

This term has been a busy one for pupils working on their community projects. The Year 7 class stole the show this term by raising R3000.00 in five cent pieces for their PATCH ‘Towers of Hope’ project. They received 3rd prize on the day and are still deciding how to spend their R500.00 that they were given!

Thank you to all the ‘knitters’ for your squares. These are busy being crocheted together and 2 blankets have already been handed over to the children at the Lwandle crèche. Mrs Wilson encourages everyone to keep knitting as this will remain an on-going project. 

Congratulations to the parents of the Nursery and Reception classes who have been raising funds for the Chris Nissen Park crèche.

Civvies Day
R425


Cake Sale
R510

Curry evening 
R1895

The money that was raised was used to buy a kettle, CD player, kiddie black motor bikes, hoola hoops, 2 see-saws, a double hot plate with an oven and stationery for the year and games and puzzles.
Bosum Buddies Yr 4 – thank you for the very generous response. We will continue with this project next term. 
UNIFORM: 
I trust that you are enjoying the convenience of the uniform being stocked and sold at the school. Cathy Theron has done a super job of organizing our uniform shop. Please remember to place your spring orders with her before the end of term. 

SCHOOL BUS: 

The school bus morning trip will continue in Term 4. The pick up times will remain the same. Please liaise with Mrs Austin if you have any queries. 
RECYCLING: 

We are still waiting for our glass recycling bins. We will advise you once they have arrived. 
A note from Mrs Morris:

A special thank you to all the kind parents and children who remembered to collect and deliver their polystyrene and plastic trays and tubs to the box in the foyer at school. All your efforts are really appreciated. Please keep the tubs coming.

OUTWARD BOUND: 
The outdoor club are presently on their special ‘hike of the year’,  the Otter Trail. They arrive home on Wednesday and we look forward to hearing all their news and seeing all their wonderful photographs. Mr and Mrs Janse van Rensburg and Mr and Mrs Bowley accompanied them on this exciting hike. 
SPORT AND EXTRA-MURALS TERM 4: 

The sport and extra-murals choice forms will go out on the first day of Term 4. These must be completed and returned to the office by Friday 5 October. Sport and Extra-murals will start on Monday 8 October. Please note that sport practices will end on Friday 16 November. All other extra-murals eg. karate, kids clay, music, orff, choir etc. will continue to the end of term. 
DATES FOR TERM 4:
	
	OCTOBER

	2
	School opens – teachers and admin only

	3
	School opens – ALL PUPILS

	4
	Yr 5/6 outing to Mike Woods center

	5
	High School Dance

	8-12
	Secretary’s week

	9
	Parent / Principal Forum

	9
	Nursery / Reception outing to beach

	10
	Sandwiches IGCSE / AS level

	12-14
	Cedarberg Hike

	13
	IEB Yr 6 marking session – Mark Gous

	16
	Yr 6 outing to Mike Woods center

	17
	Sandwiches Yr 9

	19
	Yr 4 outing to Elgin

	20
	Bridge House mini-cricket festival

	23
	Yr 1 outing Mike Woods Center

	24
	Sandwiches Yr 8

	27
	Abseiling Paarl

	31
	Sandwiches

	
	NOVEMBER

	1
	Mrs Austin leaves for SEK/IES conference

	7
	Sandwiches Yr 5/6

	
	Mrs Austin returns from SEK/IES conference

	8
	Induction Day

	10
	Crystal Pool hike

	
	SCP mini-cricket festival

	14
	Sandwiches Yr 4

	
	Yr 3 outing to Tygerberg Zoo

	19-23
	SATS / Test week for Primary School

	19-30
	High School Exams

	21
	Sandwiches Yr 3

	28
	Sandwiches Yr 2

	
	DECEMBER

	3
	Entrepeneurs and Carols evening

	4
	Fun Sports Day

	5
	School closes 11pm


SECRETARY’S WEEK:

We will be spoiling our special ladies from 8-12 October. Each class will have a turn to invite them to visit the class and tell them just how special they are. Please liaise with your child’s class teacher should you wish to be involved. 

Regards

Jennifer Feldman and Staff

LAST LAUGH:

With exams looming, I thought you might want a sneak preview into some exam questions and answers to prepare your child….what not to say!

Q: Name the four seasons.
A: Salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar.

Q: Explain one of the processes by which water can be made safe to drink.
A: Flirtation makes water safe to drink because it removes large
pollutants like grit, sand, dead sheep and canoeists.

Q: How is dew formed?
A: The sun shines down on the leaves and makes them perspire. 

Q: How can you delay milk turning sour?
(brilliant,love this!)
A: Keep it in the cow.

Q: What causes the tides in the oceans?
A: The tides are a fight between the Earth and the Moon. All water tends to flow towards the moon, because there is no water on the moon, and nature hates a vacuum. I forget where the sun joins in this fight.

Q: What are steroids?
A: Things for keeping carpets still on the stairs. 

Q: What happens to your body as you age?
A: When you get old, so do your bowels and you get intercontinental.

Q: Name a major disease associated with cigarettes
A: Premature death.

Q: What is the fibula?
A: A small lie. 

Q: What does "varicose" mean? 
A: Nearby.

Q: Give the meaning of the term "Caesarean Section"
A: The Caesarean Section is a district in Rome

Q: What does the word "benign" mean?' 
A: Benign is what you will be after you be eight.
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