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3 October 2007

Dear Parents







A very warm welcome back after a very short break. It was a specially busy and tiring holiday for me as my family and I have relocated to Somerset West in order to be closer to ISH. The staff, pupils and I would also like to extend a heart felt welcome to all the new pupils. It is lovely to have you as part of our school.

The international Education system (IES) group of schools, an international educational organization, with 18 schools and three universities on three continents, and educating in multiple languages, has invested in the provision of high quality international education in South Africa. IES has embraced the opportunity and value of developing an educational institution in Somerset West and have appointed me to lead the school and realize their vision for the International school of Helderberg.

Within this context the International school of Helderberg , strives to be a respected and integrated member of the community by:

· Providing educational excellence, which is contextualized to our local environment.

· Embracing and celebrating diversity

· Engaging in the community within which we live.

All parents are invited to an informal parent/principal forum on Tuesday, 9th October at 7.30 pm where I will be sharing my vision and dreams for the school with you. Snacks and drinks will be provided. 

HOT LUNCHES:

Unfortunately due to lack of demand, we will not be providing hot lunches this term. This will be re-assessed at the end of the year.

BREAK:

Due to the large amount of children on the playground at break and the limited space as well as the large age difference and different needs, we have decided to separate the primary and high school’s first break. The primary school’s break will remain as it is, but the high school break is from 10.45 to 11.15.

RECYCLING
In an attempt to make the children aware of their environment and the role that they can play, Mr Recycle will provide us with a recycling bin every Tuesday from 7 to 9 am. We will be collecting clean glass, tins, cardboard and plastic. Please motivate your child to support this. House points will be given.

SCHOOL BUS

We will be transporting children to school as normal., but are looking into using a professional  bus driver for this.

SECRETARY’S WEEK

Just a reminder that we will be spoiling our special secretaries next week. Please liaise with your child’s class teacher should you wish to be involved.

EXTRA MURAL ACTIVITIES
All sport and extra mural activities commence on Monday the 8th October. The choice forms went out today. Please return these by Friday the 5th October.

I am looking forward to building on the fantastic foundation that has been prepared for me at ISH and leading the school into a new and exciting phase.

Regards

Annette Austin and Staff
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