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Dear Parents



          8 August  2007
Welcome to Term 3. Traditionally this is actually the wettest and coldest term, so despite the lovely sunny days we see, please be warned that the cold and wet weather will continue throughout the term. 
This means that sport will be cancelled on wet days as well as days when the field is too wet for safe play. If in doubt as to whether sport will be taking place, please contact the office. Decisions regarding sport going ahead on an on-off rainy day, will be made at 12.30pm on the day.

A warm welcome to our new pupils this term. We hope that you will feel part if the ISH family as you get to know our friendly and caring pupils and parents. It is lovely to have you as part of our school. 

SCHOOL TELEPHONE USE:

Pupils wishing to make use of the school phone will be allowed to do so, but a record will be kept of phone calls made and these calls will be charged to your account. As we discourage the use of cell phones at school, we will open up the office phones for pupil use, but hope that you understand that the school cannot cover the cost of all these calls. 

STAFF NEWS:

In the ebb and flow of school life, we unfortunately at times need to say farewell to wonderful staff members. At the end of this term we will be saying farewell to Mrs Clare Hopkinson (Reception class teacher) and her family as they relocate to Malta. We will miss this energetic and creative teacher but know that our loss will be someone else’s delighted gain! We will miss you and your family Clare and wish you well in your new venture. 

We will advise you of the new teacher for this class.

Attached please find a letter regarding further staff news. 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:

What a delight it has been for me to see the enthusiasm and commitment from everyone with regards to our community projects. We have so much and it is lovely to share a little of what we have with others less fortunate than ourselves. Our time, a very precious commodity, is often the best gift we can share with others. Thank you for your resources and time that you have given to others. 
I would like to make special mention of the Nursery and Reception support of the Chris Nissen Creche. The parents of this class have opened their hearts to these young children and have organized many fund raising opportunities to raise money for their needs. Cake sales, curry evenings and sandwich making are a few of the activities that are going on. 

We handed over our knitting items and donated baby clothes at the beginning of this term to an organization called ‘Bosom Buddies’. The ladies make quilted bags for the new mums and fill it with the necessary items, including a packet of home made biscuits and a special letter. The new mums are then visited by the ladies and supported, loved and prayed for. All our donations were well received and I am sure are already keeping some new born babies cosy and warm from this winter chill. We will continue to knit and collect baby clothes for this organization. Please bring in any of your old baby items, blankets as well as baby products. They have also requested baby books or games. I would love to hand over an even bigger table full of goodies at the end of this term, showing our care and concern for others. 
The Year 4 class will be running this project and have asked that we focus on collecting baby essentials this month, eg. Baby powder, baby cream etc. Please give your contributions to your class teacher.
We will continue with our sandwich making for the crèche during the Third term.  Please send R5.00 and a spread with your child when it is your class’ turn to make sandwiches.  
Thank you for your wonderful support of all our projects.
UNIFORM: 
The new uniform has arrived and is now being stocked at the school. Order forms are available in the office. Please note that payment must be made with your order. We have added a lovely new fleece top to the uniform. There will also be long sleeved golf shirts – these are still on order. 
SHOP HOURS: Thursdays 12:45 – 13:15, 14:45 – 15:30

PAYMENT: Payment is COD – invoices will be issued on receipt of your order. 
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS: These may be given to the school to sell in the uniform shop. We will insist that all second hand uniforms are in good condition – no stains, buttons missing, holes or tears etc. Your account will be credited with payment for second uniforms only once the uniform has been sold. 

HOT LUNCHES: 
Hot lunches have been organized by Mrs Tarling this term. Order forms are available in the office. 

RECYCLING: 

We have applied to receive a glass recycling bin for Term 3. Hopefully we can continue making our children aware of the important need to recycle. We will advise you once the bin has arrived. 

One of our parents has requested assistance with collecting polystyrene plates (like the ones your fresh veggies come in), cream cheese tubs and margarine tubs. She will place a box in the foyer for collection of these items. Please assist her with this project – these dishes will be used for feeding animals in the disadvantaged areas. 
STAFF DEVELOPMENT: 

A very successful primary in-school PYP conference was held on 16 – 17 July. Betty Brown from Tanzania International School spent two days with our staff inspiring us in this wonderful programme.
Three High School teachers attended a Cambridge conference in Johannesburg from 1 – 4 August. 

Mrs Wilson and Ms Beauchamp will be attending a Proudly Primary conference in Natal later this month. 
BOOK WEEK: 
We will be celebrating Book week from 13-17 August. Whole school activities as well as various class activities have been planned. It promises to be a fun and exciting week. Please check your class’ homework sheets for details. 

There will be a display of books in the foyer. We ask that each family consider donating one or more books to the school library as part of our reading celebration. The books have been chosen by the pupils and teachers from a book display at the school and we are hoping to be able to add all these new books to our school library. 

OUTWARD BOUND: 
The outdoor club will be culminating this term with a very special hike – the Otter Trail. Mr and Mrs Janse van Rensburg and Mr and Mrs Bowley will be taking 8 pupils on this wonderful hike. All places have been taken, so unfortunately it is too late to consider going. We wish them well on their hike and following its success we will ask Mrs Janse van Rensburg to book for a 2008 Otter Trail hike. 

DATES TO TAKE NOTE OF:
AUGUST
2-4
Mrs Renaut, Mrs Hanekom, Mrs JV Rensburg on CIE course in Johannesburg


Senior Soccer vs ISCT

4
Yr 7 to Sir Lowry Village – Community service


Outward Bound – Helderberg Hike

6
Travelling Bookshop – staff and students choose books for book week

8
Whole school photographs – individual and group

9
Public holiday – Womans Day
10
School holiday

13-17
BOOK WEEK

15
Year 4 to Hermanus

16
Senior soccer vs ISCT

17
Year 2 mini-market

20-24
High School Project Week

21
Yr 2 outing to microlight field (weather permitting)

22
Eye screening


Music outing to Opera – La Rondine

23
Nursery/Reception to Monkey Town


Yr 1 outing to MTN Science Center


Senior Soccer vs Hout Bay


PYP Parents evening 7pm
24
Cake Sale – funds for senior dance

25
Abseiling – Paarl

28
Soccer vrs Forres

30 – 1 Sept 

Mrs Wilson, Ms Beauchamp to Natal on Proudly Primary Conference

SEPTEMBER

1
Yr 7 PATCH Towers of Hope – 5c pieces

3
PORTFOLIO WEEK


Yr 4 outing to Environmental Center

4
Year 3 outing to MTN Science Center

6
Year 6 IEB Core Test


Senior Soccer vs Cedar House

7
High School Fun Dance

10-14
CELEBRATION OF WORK WEEK

13 – 19
Otter Trail

15
SCP conference (5 staff attending)

17
Year 3 outing to Environmental Center

21
Spring and Bandana Day

School closes 11.00am

The Year 6 pupils have been interviewing staff members as part of their Literacy project this term. I thought you might enjoy learning a bit more about these special people.  In this newsletter we will give you a peek into the answers that were given by two (anonymous) staff members.
What is the most daring thing you have ever done?

Fly in the first 747

Wind parachuting

What was your most embarrassing moment?
I drove a car into the gate post in front of someone I liked.

Did the school long jump as a short split.

What was the best birthday present you ever got?

A car.

A trip to England.

What do you do on the week-ends?

Sleep, eat, walk, read and cook.

Eat, read, sleep and teach.

What are your dreams for the future?

To write children’s books.

To win the Lotto.

What is your favourite food?

Watermelon.

Pizza

What is your favourite book or movie?

Pride and Prejudice (the book)

Ship of fools.

If you weren’t a teacher, what would you like to be?

A nurse.

A zoo keeper.

What would you do if you won the lottery?

Buy lots of things for my family and friends.

Drive by the school and wave.

Did you ever play a prank on a teacher and what was it?

When we left school we put potatoes in the teacher’s exhaust pipes and put a fish on the engine under the bonnet of a teacher’s car.

We put a plastic bucket on the top of the door filled with water.

Interesting…..more teacher interview news next time!
Have a wonderful Term 3. 
Regards

Jennifer Feldman and Staff
�












