International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk             
11th  June 2008


Dear Parents,





MILES FOR SMILES:


If you had been at Monkey Town on Saturday the 


7th June you would have been amongst spirits of unity, determination, strength, encouragement and generosity as the pupils of our school cycled, ran and walked for 2 hours to raise funds for Miles for Smiles. Battling it out on the Junior Track we found our Year 1-4 children ‘slushing’ through mud, making their course a little more challenging. Our “Biker Babes” aged 3 -5 years motored around their track on scooters, bicycles and parents backs being careful to avoid each other and becoming ”Bumper Babes”. Once our seniors made it up the hill they sailed around the rest of their 1.7km track which surrounded Monkey Town and surrounding areas. They were awesome. The parents and teachers rose to the occasion and challenged the children in our “Are you faster than an ISH cycler?” challenge. This was won by Mr Finnie but with a true spirit of generosity he donated it to Michael Burton from year 6 who was the first pupil across the finish line. The grand prize being a quad biking trip for 2 people which was donated by Nature discovery Tours.


Our school would like to send out a friendly challenge to all schools to get involved with Miles for Smiles and see if they can better our efforts with one fund raising event.


As not all the sponsorships and donations have come in yet, we will inform you of the total amount collected in the next Newsletter.





FIRST ADVISORY BOARD MEETING:


The advisory board will be having their first meeting on Friday the 20th June. Mr Martinez will be here from Spain to attend this meeting. If any parents have any issues they would like raised at the meeting or can add any value by offering their professional services or capabilities, please get in touch with one of the Advisory board members. They are Ms Hoek, Mrs Galvin, Mr Hawkins and Mr Allen. You are also more than welcome to contact your classroom representatives who can then pass any messages on to us.


The class representatives are as follows:


Nursery:     Brenda Janse and Kim Allen


Reception:  Allyson Donaldson


Year 2:       Janine Beckering Vinckers and Melanie                  


                  Van der Merwe


Year 4:       Sarah Timberlake


Year 6:       Francois Vogelzang


We are still looking for volunteers for the Year 1, 3 and 5 classes.  Any parents interested please speak to Kate Christie.





HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS:


We would appeal to parents to be extra vigilant during this time. Please see to it that your child does not miss any sessions. Check that he/she is properly dressed and eats balanced meals. Make sure you know where they are after their exams. Remind them that having a cell phone during exams will lead to disqualification and possibly also suspension. Please contact us should your child be too ill to be at school. A doctor’s certificate is necessary in such cases. 





PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:


Please remember that school will be closing at 11am on Friday the 13th June for all primary school pupils as all the primary school staff will be involved in professional development. Provision will be made for the students who are unable to be picked up early, to remain at school supervised until 14:15. Please note that the high school will not be involved as they will be writing exams during this time and they will stick to their normal exam time table.





INTERNATIONAL KNITTING IN PUBLIC DAY:


The 14th June is International Knitting in Public Day in support of Breast Cancer awareness. Purchase your knitting in Public Kit for R20 and knit a square in public on the 14th June. The squares will be collected, made into blankets and then donated back to the Breast Health foundation. 





FATHERS DAY:


We are looking forward to seeing many dads at our “Super Dad” competition taking place on Friday. It is going to be a lovely opportunity for children and their Dad’s to be together and display their teamwork skills. The Father/Child teams will be competing in 3 age groups:


Nursery, Reception and Year 1


Year 2, 3 and 4


Year 5 and 6


This will all be happening at the field across the road from the school. We will need to set things up early on Friday morning and hope to get started as just after 8 o’clock. After the sporting events the children will return to their classes and the Dads will be treated to egg and bacon rolls and tea or coffee in the hall.





FLAGS:


I suppose you have noticed the South African flag flying in front of the school on dry days. Our children were very proud to be able to attend our first flag raising ceremony. We are having an IES flag made for the second flag pole and on the 3rd flagpole we will have a different flag flying each week representing the different nationalities of children attending our school. We are proud of our internationalism. 





LIBRARY:


We would like to expand our library to include books of different languages. If you have any books in any different languages that you would like to donate to the school we would love to have them. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if our foreign children were able to read a book in their mother tongue from our school.





DATES TO DIARISE  


13 June                     School ends at 11am for 


                                  Primary school pupils 


                                 Fathers’ day celebration


16 June                     No school: Youth Day


19 June                     Junior school music concert


20 June                     Advisory Board meeting


                                  Extra mural activities end


23 June                     Year 11 job shadowing 


26 June                     Last day of term


		         School ends at 11:00





Have a super long week-end!





Kind regards


Annette Austin and Staff                   











