International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk             
14th October 2008




Dear Parents,





Like parachutes, our minds work best when they are open and are not much use when they are closed, packed up neat and tidy. Hidden inside each of us is hidden potential tucked up tight in the folds of the parachute, for some it is packed so tightly that it will not come out when we pull the cord. We need to escape from the confines of our own perceptions of what we can and can not do and we need to do more, engage more, explore more and experiment more. It demands trust. We might get things wrong but we must have a go and focus on creativity and engagement.





To do so we must question our perceptions and we must get our children to question their self-perceptions. Second best is not good as a description of effort, and in the increasingly competitive world that our children are moving into, we need to unlock their potential and not be restricted by self-image. Not every child will be a brilliant mathematician or linguist but they can learn to engage with opportunity and to produce their best effort. It is this engagement that we must encourage and demand. Those who will be most successful in life will not necessarily be those best at academics but will be those who engage energetically and creatively, who can release their parachute and their potential.





We have outstanding teachers who I value highly and they are offering a highly professional, personalized and relevant educational service, which is creative, stimulating and engaging. But it is my job to expect more of them and more of your children, to challenge them and to provide opportunities and a context for learning; so that the staff and students move as close to their individual potential, and we, as a school, as close to our institutional potential as possible. The free flow of ideas, tolerance, the willingness to challenge and be challenged, to have a go, to risk getting it wrong, to celebrate the efforts of others, to support and encourage: All this creates a culture of open parachute learning which is what we need.





Practically it evolves into an imperative: That all school work, including homework is properly set and completed and handed back and marked and valued and commented on and returned and done again if it is not good enough. Such an imperative threatens the comfortable life that exists and we have to get the balance right. I require that our teachers use discipline judiciously, lovingly and sensitively, when it is deemed necessary to ensure that we honour our responsibility to your children, so that when they are 18 years old, they will leave us equipped for life. This is our responsibility and must be our pledge.





Teachers in both the Primary School and the High School are to reject work that has not released the parachute and ask for it to be done again. I will take a personal interest in those students who are fully engaged as well as in those who are not responding to the challenge, “there is more in you”. We will push and we will encourage; we will praise and we will be critical; we may cause tears and we may bring joy. But we will do our best to bring your child through this school with the greatest possible chance to lead a happy and successful life, equipped with the social, emotional and academic skills as well as the highest possible qualifications to make their way in a complex world.





STAFFING NEWS:


We would like to welcome Miss Williams to our staff complement. She will be teaching English and Spanish in the High School until the end of the year. Miss Williams completed her post graduate certificate in Education, History, English and Spanish at the University of Cape Town. She has gained teaching experience from St. Cyprian’s, Wynberg Girls High as well as teaching in Argentina.





FIND THAT PHONE:


Things are falling into place wonderfully for the school production to be held in 2 weeks time due to the wonderful efforts of the staff and parents involved, as well as the enthusiasm of the children.


You are reminded to please send the R120 in for the costume as well as the make-up if you have not already done so.


Tickets are on sale in the office at R45 for adults and R25 for students. Please do come along and buy tickets for your family and friends. As we have a professional company taking a video of the play, parents will not be permitted to video the show. A letter has gone out where you can place an order for a DVD.


We are asking for donations of PVA paint in the following colours please:


Black, green, purple, brown, yellow, blue and white. Donations of Black pastel oil, plastic or foam as well as containers for mixing will be greatly appreciated.





DRESS REHEARSAL:


The dress rehearsal of “Find that Phone” will be held at “THE PLAYHOUSE” on Tuesday the 28th October. All the primary school children as well as the High school children involved in the production need to be dropped at “The Playhouse” with their school bags at 08h00 and not at school. If you are unable to do so please let the school know and these children will be shuttled there by bus. Please pick the children up from school as normal. We ask that parents do not stay at the Playhouse to watch their children please.





INDIVIDUAL AND CLASS PHOTOS:


The photos have arrived and are available from the office. The pack including the class photo and individual photo are available for R50 and the family portraits are R60. The sports photos need to be ordered and are available for R25.





DVD AFTERNOON:


On Friday the 17th October we will be showing the film “Chestnut”. It is a story about 2 girls who try and hide a Great Dane puppy from their parents. The puppy grows quickly and they have more and more difficulty hiding the dog. It will be shown to children from Nursery/Reception to Year 3 from 


13hoo to 14h30 and to the older children from 14h30 to 16h00. Tickets will be R10 and include a drink and a refreshment.





DROP AND GO:


Thank you to the parents for being so positive and supportive of the new drop - and - go system which is running very smoothly. We ask parents to kindly not park in the circle or in front of the main school building. Parents are welcome to walk their children into the school building or to the classroom, but please then park in the parking in front of the school hall. This system is only being used in the morning as the scattered pick up times in the afternoons deems this unnecessary. Any feedback from parents is welcomed. We are noticing that many children are arriving at school late. Please ensure that children are in the school building before 07h50.





STAFF MORNING MEETINGS:


The staff meet on Monday and Thursday mornings before school. There is a teacher on duty while we meet.





SCIENCE EXPO:


Although 26 children entered, we only received 13 projects.  The judges were hugely impressed by the inventive, innovative projects and the hard work that went into them.  The winners will be announced and prizes will be awarded at the assembly on Friday 24th October.





DATES TO DIARISE:


There are many dates to diarize for the term. Please note that dates for sports fixtures will be added during the term. Please also make special note of the Awards ceremonies. Every child will receive recognition so please make a special effort to be there for your child. Please note that it is compulsory for all the students to attend.





14 Oct�
High school meeting�
�
15 Oct�
Sandwiches Year 8�
�
17 Oct�
Whole school photo�
�
17 Oct�
DVD afternoon �
�
22 Oct�
Sandwiches Year 7�
�
24 Oct�
Year 5 and 6 cake sale�
�
25 Oct�
Mini cricket festival – Bridge House�
�
28 Oct�
Dress Rehearsal at the Playhouse�
�
29 Oct�
Sandwiches year 6�
�
30 Oct�
School production �
�
31 Oct�
School production �
�
1 Nov�
School production  matinee performance�
�
3 Nov�
U/7 mini cricket vs Beaumont�
�
4 Nov�
Schonell testing�
�
5 Nov�
Induction day�
�
5 Nov�
Year 5 sandwiches�
�
8 Nov�
Mini cricket vs Somerset College prep�
�
11 Nov�
High School Awards ceremony�
�
12 Nov�
Sandwiches Year 4�
�
14 Nov�
Year 11 examinations begin�
�
17 Nov�
High school exams begin (yr 7 – 9)�
�
18 Nov�
Parent meeting re: new school plus Presentation on the state of education in South Africa.�
�
19 Nov�
Sandwiches year 3�
�
26 Nov�
Sandwiches year 2�
�
27 Nov�
Awards ceremony primary school�
�
3 Dec�
Sandwiches year 1�
�
3 Dec�
Entrepreneur’s day and carols evening�
�
5 Dec�
Last day of school�
�






Kind Regards,


Annette Austin and Staff  


























