International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk

                                                1st February 2008
	Dear Parents,

It was wonderful to have such a great turn out at the “Back to School” evening. Our hall was bursting at the seams. Thank you to all the parents who were able to attend. 
Below please find my introduction to the meeting for the benefit of those who were unable to attend.
“We are all here this evening for a common purpose; that is for the future and education of your children. Their future is in the hands of each one of us whose responsibility it is to instruct, guide and protect minds and sensibilities which are not yet fully formed or fully mature, still feeling their way, still fragile and vulnerable. It is our responsibility to assist in the blossoming of their intellectual potential, their moral sense, their physical abilities from earliest childhood and throughout their adolescence. This responsibility is one of the heaviest, but also most rewarding.

Helping intelligence and personalities to blossom, to find their way, what indeed could be greater, more marvelous? But what could also be harder? For along with pride in seeing children grow up, and their characters and judgement develop, along with the joy of passing on what each of us feels is most precious within us, there is always the fear of error, of holding back talent, of dampening enthusiasm, of being too lax or too strict, of failing to understand children’s innermost depths, what they feel and are capable of achieving.
Any adult dealing with a child growing up has a duty: not to stifle the child’s personality, without abandoning the effort to educate. All children, all adolescents are individuals with their own way of thinking and feeling. They must be able to express it. But they also need to learn.                               For many years, education took no account of the child’s personality. All children were forced into a 

 We do not give up educating the children at the first sign of difficulty. Because children may find it difficult to concentrate, can’t learn quickly or have difficulty does not mean that they should be deprived of the treasure trove of learning. We know that private education is very expensive. We do also have children with special needs at our school and these children are often referred to specialists for extra assistance. We are working on a program where we will be able to assist these children at school. Ms Hugill who is trained and extremely experienced in special needs will be assisting to identify these children within the next few weeks. Our staff will then be working on a special program with these children in the classroom as well as two afternoons a week.
ADDITIONAL LANGUAGES:

In the recent parent survey, parents requested additional languages. Mrs Eck-Made is teaching the year 4 and 5 children German, Spanish is a compulsory subject in year 7 and 8 and is taught by Mrs. Schurer.
INTERNATIONAL DAY:

On Saturday the 8th March, we will be celebrating “International Day”. All the classes will be participating and it will thus be compulsory for all our learners to attend. This is going to be a celebration of our diversity as well as a wonderful marketing tool, so parents do get involved and share your ideas and expertise please. Each year level will be representing a country in different ways.
CELL PHONE :

We have a school cell phone which will be taken along on all camps and fieldtrips. Please only call in case of urgency. 082 341 4599

TUCK SHOP:

Thank you to Mrs Hearn, Mrs Donaldson and Ms. English who have so kindly offered to help us out by 

taking over the tuckshop. If there are any othr parents who would like to help please contact the office.  We also have a company offering wholesome lunch packs for kids with busy moms. These will be prepared daily and delivered to the school. Please see the attached brochure.
MR McEWEN’S VISIT:
Hopefully all your questions were answered at this 
NURSERY – YEAR 4 PICNIC:
Children, parents and staff members of Nursery to year 4 children had lots of fun. It was a wonderful opportunity for everybody to get to know each other and for those already acquainted to catch up on holiday news. We are hoping to make this an annual event.
STAFFING NEWS:

Mr Badenhorst will be taking over from Mrs. Tarling in Year 5 on Monday the 4th February. He, his wife and 2 small children will be relocating from Stilbaai to join us. He has spent the last 9 years of his life teaching in the UK. Not only will he be sharing his sporting skills with us, but also has expertise in many other areas including IT and the use of an interactive whiteboard, curriculum development,

and behaviour management. Please assist in making him feel as welcome as possible. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Tarling for her dedication to the school and giving so freely of herself. We will miss her expertise, but wish her well as she ventures into the world of no reports or break duties!
INTERSEK:

This year’s InterSEK will be taking place in Chile from the 12-16th May and will be a sporting event for high school pupils. If you are interested in your child participating, please contact me.

CURRICULUM BOOKLETS:

Curriculum booklets will be handed out to the parents next week.
High school
single mould; they all had to learn the same things, at the same time, in the same way. Nothing was more prized than knowledge. Education of this kind had its own grandeur. Demanding and rigorous, it encouraged the raising of standards; it led pupils, despite themselves, to exceed their own expectations.

Many children suffered because of this and found themselves excluded. This was not because they lacked talent or were incapable of learning and understanding, but because their particular intelligence or character made them ill - suited to the single framework forced upon them. Attaching greater importance to what is special in a child, what enables them to express their own individuality and their character is necessary and healthy. It is important to allow the children to get the best out of themselves, develop their strengths and correct their weaknesses.

We are all involved in education, the teachers as well as the parents. We have the same goal, so we should work as a team. If at home the teachers are undermined, this surfaces in the classroom situation.

Educating is difficult. In every child there is a potential needing only to be unlocked and fulfilled. Every child has some form of intelligence only needing to be developed. We must seek and understand these. Just as education is demanding for children it also makes personal demands on those dispensing it. Here I would just like to mention my devoted and very competent staff and introduce the new staff members to you.

The goal is neither to be content with a predetermined minimum, nor submerge children under a flood of information too voluminous for them to assimilate any of it. One of our main goals is to instill self esteem in all our children by getting them to discover that they have talents enabling them to achieve what they never would have believed they could.
meeting. We will be setting up an advisory board  which will consist of 3 IES members and 3 representatives from the parent body. If you have any expertise you would like to share with the school or if you would like to nominate somebody to serve on the board, please contact Mrs. Austin. 
AFTERCARE:

The new aftercare registration form has been sent home. Please note that we do have an option to sign up for afternoons while your children are waiting for siblings. Children who are picked up late must please wait in the foyer and not at aftercare. 

SECURITY:

Please note that if anybody other than yourselves will be picking your child up from school, we need to be informed as we will not allow children to go home with anybody we do not know if we have not been informed by email, in writing or telephonically.

DISRUPTION OF LESSONS:

If you need to deliver something to school or give your child a message please give it to the secretary and it will be delivered to the child.

If you wait at school between two pick up times please be considerate to other learners and teachers by not allowing your children to disrupt the other classes. All parents needing to come into the school premises during the school day should report to the office.

SCHOOL BUS:

We run a school bus service every morning and have enough interest to extend this service to the afternoons. Unfortunately, the bus is used to transport children to sporting activities and this service will only be offered after 4pm.

OUR NEW SCHOOL:

The Heritage assessment report, Engineering report including all services, traffic impact study, the site plans and the environmental impact study have all been completed and we have requested that they are all submitted by the 8th February. I shall keep you all informed.

SCHOOL UNIFORM:

All the November orders should be delivered by the 20th February. (according to our stockists)
Some words of Wisdom:

THEY ARE ONLY YOUNG ONCE

Grant me the wisdom to guide them down the path that their feet should take.

For I know that they can never turn back and walk those paths with me again.

Give me the wisdom to guide their feet that someday they’ll be able to walk alone.

Give me the time I need to enjoy them.  For I know that after they have grown, I’ll never ever have another chance to watch them in a school play or to see them catch their first fish or hit that first home run.

Give me time in our busy day to have fun with them.

Let me be a loving parent/teacher.

Let me correct and not punish, explain and not scold.

Let me know when to correct and how often and when it is best to just look the other way.

Help me to be patient and give me gentle hands to mold them into better people. 

Let me be a good teacher and an even better example.

Give me the right words and deeds to teach them.

Grant me the key to unlock their spirits and set them truly free for they are only little one time, only innocent and trusting and pliable for a space of time.

Hopefully you have all settled in well to the new school year. At our school, our motto is “bringing out the best in every child” and this is what we strive to do as educators.

Kind regards

Annette Austin



