International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk             
21st October 2008


Dear Parents,





THE BENEFITS OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLING:


We all experience the benefits of independent schooling on a daily basis, yet rarely acknowledge the value and meaning there-of.  


The following points help us, as parents, to reaffirm our commitment to providing the very best education possible for our children.


Independent schools have a wonderful opportunity to develop their own unique product and brand. This is determined by their reason for being, physical location and the immediate socio-economic status. Independent


Schools enjoy the right to determine their own philosophies, core values, beliefs and religious policies.


The UK based, Independent School’s Council’s research has shown that parents choose an independent education for their children for one or more of the following reasons:


Smaller classes with individual attention


High standards of education, (and in the case of high schools, examination results)


Good discipline


Encouragement of responsible attitudes to school work


Development of social responsibility


Extra- curricular activities


Educating the “whole child”


Diversity, quality and standard of teaching resources, aids and programmes


Ease of transition between phases


Unique selling points





Research conducted by the National Association of independent Schools, (NAIS, America’s largest independent schools’ organization), shows that:


Statistically, students at independent schools are far less likely to be bored in class and are more likely to spend time reading for pleasure,


NAIS graduates are more likely to play a musical instrument, attend a public recital or concert or visit an art gallery or museum in their free time


And


Almost 70% of NAISA graduates go on to complete a four year degree


This does not mean that South Africa’s solution to economic growth and poverty reduction lies in a dearth of university graduates. However, the statistic does nevertheless reflect a desire for life –long learning – an attribute required for success in any employment sector!


The United States Department of Education also has statistics which show that more than 75% of independent school graduates voted in the last presidential election.  A seemingly arbitrary statistic you may be thinking? Not really!


I believe this speaks to the development of good social responsibility and attributes of citizenship.


So, although so much points to the success of independent schools, we must not be fooled into the trap of unrealistic expectations. Nor should we create a false sense of security by living in a milieu where money can buy just about everything – an independent education, without the support of the home is no guarantee to raising happy, inquisitive, values-based, well-balanced and competent children.





FIND THAT PHONE:


Please remember to come into the office and buy your tickets. The tickets and seats are numbered so the best seats are selling out quickly. Please remember that it is compulsory for all the children in the production to be at all 3 performances.





DRESS REHEARSAL:


The dress rehearsal of “Find that Phone” will be held at “THE PLAYHOUSE” on Tuesday the 28th October. All the primary school children as well as the High school children involved in the production need to be dropped at “The Playhouse” with their school bags at 08h00 and not at school. If you are unable to do so please let the school know and these children will be shuttled there by bus. Please pick the children up from school as normal. We ask that parents do not stay at the Playhouse to watch their children please.


INDIVIDUAL AND CLASS PHOTOS:


There are still some photos available in the office. Please do come in to purchase the photos of your children.





INDUCTION DAY:


All the students will be given the opportunity to get a feel for the class that they will be in next year on the 5th November as they spend some time in the next class. They will also meet their new classmates and help to make them feel welcome.





THANK YOU TEA FOR PARENTS:


There are so many of you who have done so much for us this year; Mr Hawkins, Ms Hoek, Mrs Galvin, Mr Garrett, Mrs Christie, Mrs Hearn, Mrs Janse, Mrs Potgieter, Mrs Nortjé, Mrs Steward, Mrs Milford, Mrs Van Rensburg, Mr and Mrs Liebberger, Mr and Mrs Finnie, Mr and Mrs Ammer, Mrs Morris, Mrs van der Merwe, Mrs André to name but a few. As a small sign of our appreciation we would like to invite all the parents who assisted in any big or small way this year to a tea on the 26th November at 11h00.





TALK BY PROF. SHIRLEY KOKOT:


We are delighted to have Prof. Kokot address us this evening (Tuesday the 21st October at 19h00) about the real reasons kids don’t learn. She has wonderful knowledge about handling right brain children in a left brain school system. She is very informative and practical. Do come along at a cost of R25.00.





SEWING EVENING:


We will be having a sewing evening tomorrow the 22nd October at 19h00 in the school hall. Please do come along and help to get those costumes made. If you have any queries please contact Mrs Janse. Snacks and drinks will be provided.





IES CONFERENCE IN EXETER:


I will be away from the 23rd October until the 5th November attending the annual IES conference in the UK as well as visiting International schools offering the IBPYP, IBMYP and IB Diploma programme. If you have any concerns during this time please see Ms Arensen or Mrs Wilson.





DATES TO DIARISE :


There are many dates to diarise for the term. Please note that dates for sports fixtures will be added during the term. Please also make special note of the Awards ceremonies. Every child will receive recognition so please make a special effort to be there for your child. Please note that it is compulsory for all the students to attend.





21 Oct�
Prof. Kokot’s: “The real reason kids don’t learn.”�
�
22 Oct�
Sandwiches Year 7�
�
22 Oct�
Sewing evening�
�
24 Oct�
Year 5 and 6 cake sale�
�
25 Oct�
Mini cricket festival – Bridge House�
�
28 Oct�
Dress Rehearsal at the Playhouse�
�
29 Oct�
Sandwiches year 6�
�
30 Oct�
School production �
�
31 Oct�
School production �
�
1 Nov�
School production  matinee performance�
�
3 Nov�
U/7 mini cricket vs Beaumont�
�
4 Nov�
Schonell testing�
�
5 Nov�
Induction day�
�
5 Nov�
Year 5 sandwiches�
�
8 Nov�
Mini cricket vs Somerset College prep�
�
11 Nov�
High School Awards ceremony�
�
12 Nov�
Sandwiches Year 4�
�
14 Nov�
Year 11 examinations begin�
�
17 Nov�
High school exams begin (yr 7 – 9)�
�
18 Nov�
Parent meeting re: new school plus Presentation on the state of education in South Africa.�
�
19 Nov�
Sandwiches year 3�
�
26 Nov�
Sandwiches year 2�
�
26 Nov�
Thank you tea for parents�
�
27 Nov�
Awards ceremony primary school�
�
3 Dec�
Sandwiches year 1�
�
3 Dec�
Entrepreneur’s day and carols evening�
�
5 Dec�
Last day of school�
�



Kind Regards


Annette Austin and Staff  


























