International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk             
22rd  July 2008





Dear Parents,





We would like to welcome all the children back after the break. It was lovely seeing all the enthusiastic, smiling faces in assembly this morning. A special, warm word of welcome to our new families. We welcome Alex and Nicholas Jansen van Rensburg, Harry Delport, Hannah de Vaal, Ji Jung Kim, Ji Yoon Kim, Elise Fisher, Fjodor Roeckelein, Jo Ha Kim and Jo Woon Kim to our school.


We also welcome Mrs Endra Uys who will be teaching Maths and Science in the High School. We hope that she will quickly feel at home in her new environment.





We have a very busy term lying ahead so please do check the dates at the bottom of the list and mark your calendars accordingly. You will be informed about sport fixtures in the weekly newsletter.





THE CREATION OF THE TEACHER:


The Good Lord was creating teachers. It was His sixth day of “overtime” and He knew that this was a tremendous responsibility for teachers would touch the lives of so many impressionable young children. An angel appeared to Him and said,” You are taking a long time to figure this one out.”





“Yes, said the Lord,” but have you read the specs on this order?”





TEACHER:


….must stand above all students, yet be on their level


….must be able to do 180 things not connected with the


   subject being taught


....must run on coffee, coke and leftovers,


….must communicate vital knowledge to all students 


   and be right most of the time


….must have more time for others than for herself/


   himself


….must have a smile that can endure through pay cuts,


   problematic children, and worried parents


….must go on teaching when parents question every





move and others are not supportive


….must have 6 pairs of hands.





“Six pair of hands, “said the angel. “that’s impossible”


“Well, “said the Lord,” it is not the hands that are 


the problem.  It is the three pairs of eyes that are presenting the most difficulty!”





The angel looked incredulous, “Three pairs of eyes..


on a standard model?”





The Lord nodded His head, “One pair can see a student for what others have labeled him as.


Another pair of eyes is in the back of the teacher’s head to see what should not be seen, but what must be known.  The eyes in the front are only to look at the child as he/she ‘acts out’ in order to reflect, “I understand and I still believe in you”,


without so much as saying a word to the child.





“Lord”, said the angel, “this is a very large project and I think you should work on it tomorrow”.





“I can’t”, said the Lord, “for I have come very close to creating something much like Myself.  I have one that comes to work when he/she is sick ….teaches a class of children that do not want to learn …. Has a special place in his/her heart for children who are not his/her own…. Understands the struggles of those who have difficulty …. Never takes the students for granted ….”





The angel looked closely at the model the Lord was creating.


“It is too soft-hearted,” said the angel.





“Yes,” said the Lord,” but also tough, You can not imagine what this teacher can endure or do, if necessary”.





“Can this teacher think?” asked the angel.





Not only think”, said the Lord, “but reason and compromise.”





The angel came closer to have a better look at the model and ran his finger over the teacher’s cheek.





“Well, Lord, “ said the angel, your job looks fine but there is a leak.  I told you that you were putting too much into this model.


You can not imagine the stress that will be placed upon the teacher”.





The Lord moved in closer and lifted the drop of moisture from the teacher’s cheek.


It shone and glistened in the light.





“It is not a leak,” He said, “It is a tear.”





“A tear?  What is that?” asked the angel, “What is a tear for?”





The Lord replied with great thought, “It is for the joy and pride of seeing a child accomplish even the smallest task.  It is for the loneliness of children who have a hard time to fit in and it is for compassion for the feelings of their parents.  It comes from the pain of not being able to reach some children and the disappointment those children feel in themselves.  It comes often when a teacher has been with a class for a year and must say good-bye to those students and get ready to welcome a new class.”





“My.” said the angel, “The tear thing is a great idea… You are a genius!!”


The Lord looked somber, “I didn’t put it there.”





CONGRATULATIONS:


Congratulations to Jonty Potgieter who won a bronze medal at the S.A Junior Artistic gymnastics championship held in June. Jonty also competed at the Kaaplands championship where he won a gold medal as winner of his age group on all the apparatus. We are proud of you, Jonty! Well done!





HIGH SCHOOL DAY:


Please note that the High School day will now end at 14.25 on a Tuesday and Thursday in order to fulfill academic standards. 


THANK YOU:


Thank you to all the parents for the beautiful bouquet of flowers sent to me on my birthday. They brightened my day!





EXTRA-MURAL ACTIVITIES:


Extra mural activities are as per last term. If you would like to make any changes regarding the activities your child will attend please get a new form from the office. Any new children interested in music lessons should please contact the office. The Special Educational Need classes will commence again next week.





SCHOOL FEES:


Thank you to all our parents who pay their school fees timeously. Please note that all school fees are due at the beginning of each term. We will be sending reminders out to parents who still owe school fees. Please note that after the second reminder children will be suspended from school until we have received payment.  Please make an appointment to see Mrs. Austin if you have any problems concerning payment of school fees.





WATER FILTERS:


We have had three taps with filters installed during the holidays using the funds that the children raised in the Spellathon for this purpose, as well as some of the money that was raised on International Day. The children have access to this water at all times and we request that each child brings a water bottle or other container to school for their personal use. Please note that these bottles should be taken home on a regular basis to be cleaned.





GERMAN:


Unfortunately, Mrs Eck-Maede has had to return to Germany and will no longer be teaching German. However, we are happy to announce that Mrs van Eeden, a qualified German teacher who also teachers German at Parel Vallei and Somerset West Private will be taking over from her. German lessons resume on Thursday.





GRASS:


Our grass at school was treated for fungus during the holidays. We will have to keep the children off the lawn for the next two weeks. During this time the children will have staggered breaks on the hills behind the Year 1 and 2 classes.


LIBRARY BOOKS:


We have acquired some new books for the library, but can never have enough. We would love donations of books in any language and would like to encourage children to donate a book to the school on their Birthday. Your child gets to read the book first and his/her name will appear in the front of the book. 





NEW SERVER:


A new and upgraded server was installed during the holidays. Hopefully this will eliminate many of the problems we have had in the past with our computers. The children’s accounts will now run on a separate server to the staff and administration.. 





ABSENTEEISM:


 In terms of section three (1) of the South African Schools Act, parents and guardians are compelled to ensure that learners for whom they are responsible “attend school from the first school day of the year in which such a learner reaches the age of seven years until the last school day of the year in which such a learner reaches the age of fifteen years or the ninth grade, whichever comes first”.  Unfortunately, we do have some children who stay at home without any valid reasons and we cannot give our consent for your child to miss school for any reason whatsoever.





TARDINESS:


Many of our learners are arriving at school after lessons have commenced. The bell rings at 7.50 am. Please ensure that your children get to school on time as it is very disruptive to the students who are punctual.





EMERGENCY CARDS:


All the staff and children at our school are covered by 24 hour medical care while they are under our supervision. We have medical cards that need to be kept in their school bags with essential information in case of an Emergency which we are sending home with the students. Please remember to fill them in with the necessary details and make sure they are kept in your child’s school bag.





MILES FOR SMILES:


We are very proud of our children who collected a staggering amount of over R17 000 for Miles for Smiles. The cheque was handed over to Braam Pretorius in our final assembly last term. This is enough to pay for surgery for three children. Special mention needs to be made of two year one girls, Sammy- Jo Nortje and Janka Scholtz who raised R1730 and R1700 respectively. Well done girls! We would once again like to thank all the children, the parents and staff who participated and helped to make this event the huge success that it was. We would also like to thank ITEC Business Solutions for sponsoring the t-shirts and printing for the day.





SANDWICHES FOR THE CHRIS NISSEN CRECHE:


We would like to continue to support the Chris Nissen Creche and provide the children with sandwiches every Wednesday. The classes will continue taking it in turns. As the price of bread has gone up we ask the children to please bring in R8 for a loaf of bread and a spread when it is there turn.





BULLYING:


 We do not tolerate any form of bullying at our school. Please note that neither physical nor emotional bullying are tolerated and will be dealt with equally severely. Cyber-bullying has already reached alarming levels in many countries. Face- book, You Tube and My Space have attracted millions of users on to their social networking sites within the past two years. These sites have been blocked from usage at our school. Children are going online to threaten, insult and harass each other outside the watchful eye of teachers or parents. 


ONE FALSE MOVE is a 35 minute opera recommended for girls Gr4 and up that addresses bullying and will be presented by Cape Town Opera in collaboration with St Cyprians Girls High. This will be followed by a talk and answer session with a psychologist. Contact Thanduxolo Zulu at Cape Town Opera on thanduxoloz@capetownopera.co.za





CELL PHONES:


We have a strict cell phone policy at school and do not permit cell phones to be used at school during school hours. If this policy is contravened the cell phone will be confiscated. The phone in the office is available for students to use in the case of an emergency.





BOOKWEEK:


In Bookweek we would like to cultivate a love for books and for reading. We have many fun activities planned. The Travelling Bookshop will be visiting our school on 2 consecutive days. We will be having buddy reading, a story teller will be visiting the school, pyjama day and a DVD evening with hot chocolate. Any funds raised during this week will be used to buy books for the school library.





PATCH TOWER OF HOPE:


We are going to be participating in this project by building a tower of 5 cent pieces. The classes are competing against each other to see how many 5 cent pieces can be collected. Larger denominations will gladly be accepted and exchanged for 5 cent pieces before the class averages are worked out. All money raised will be donated to Patch Helderberg Child Abuse Centre.





DATES TO DIARISE :


Please note





22 July�
School commences for pupils�
�
23 July�
Extra mural activities commence�
�
30 July�
U11 Hockey vs Applewood�
�
�
U17 soccer vs Hottentots Holland�
�
�
Sandwiches year 10�
�
1 August�
High School Biology trip to Tygerberg�
�
4 August�
Mini Netball vs Beaumont�
�
5 August �
Casual day�
�
�
U14, U16 Netball vs Hottentots Holland�
�
�
U9,11,13 8 a-side soccer vs Applewood�
�
6 August�
U17 soccer vs Helderberg High�
�
�
Sandwiches Year 9�
�
7 August�
Senior music concert – cheese and wine�
�
8 August�
OT Screening�
�
11-15 Aug�
Book Week/Eisteddfod week�
�
11 August�
Travelling Book Club/Buddy reading�
�
12 August�
Travelling Book club/ Story teller�
�
�
International Youth day�
�
13 August�
Pyjama Day�
�
�
Sandwiches Year 8�
�
14 August�
High school FamilISHow�
�
15 August�
DVD and hot chocolate evening�
�
16 August�
Bridge House mini-hockey festival�
�
�
ISS 8 a-side soccer Day U10,11,12,13 �
�
18 August�
PYP/MYP evening for parents�
�
20 August�
Sandwiches year 7�
�
21 August�
Hockey vs Applewood�
�
26 August�
Trinity Piano exams�
�
27 August�
Grandparents day�
�
�
Sandwiches year 6�
�
1-5 Sep.�
Arbour week�
�
1 Sept.�
School photographs�
�
2 Sept.�
School photographs�
�
3 Sept.�
Open Day�
�
5 Sept.�
ISH Spring day�
�
6 Sept.�
Patch Tower of Hope�
�
�
Applewood cross country�
�
10 Sept.�
Sandwiches Year 4�
�
12 Sept.�
Hockey, Soccer, Netball festival at Beaumont�
�
17 Sept.�
Sandwiches year 3�
�
18 Sept.�
Celebration of work�
�
19 Sept.�
Celebration of work�
�
23 Sept.�
School closes at 11am for holidays�
�



Kind regards


Annette Austin and Staff                   

















