International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk             
22nd September 2008




Dear Parents,





Our cause is education. There have been many definitions of education. Many qualities have been seized upon as essential for the best education – and surely it is the best education that must be our cause. A prince motif of all such qualities is that education should be for the well-being and realization of the potential of each individual – and through individuals – of the families, communities and nations which they constitute. The purpose of education is not to help the economy, political parties, agriculture, sporting codes, churches or anything else prosper. This may be the effect of good education, but it isn’t its purpose. This is a major reason why we believe independent education is vital for our cause, the cause of education, the best education.


True education is not preparing the path for your child, BUT preparing your child for the path. Our task is to ensure a variety of gateway experiences. We need to create opportunities that force students to look and see beyond themselves.





COMINGS AND GOINGS:


We sadly have to bid farewell to the Landes family. Although we have only had them with us for a short while, they have made a huge impact on us and we wish them well as they relocate.


We would also like to welcome Vincent Galvin into this world; born on Monday 15th September. Aoife and Eimear are very proud of their new baby brother.


Unfortunately, Lynn Jackson, our new bursar has been taken ill suddenly and there is a possibility that she will not be returning to ISH. She has returned to her family in Port Elizabeth.





EYE SCREENING:


Eye screening for learners from Nursery to Year 6 will be taking place on the 8th October.














SCHOOL FEE STRUCTURE:


Parents will receive the school fee structure for 2009 at the beginning of next term. A comparative study of other private schools in the area show increases of between 10 and 15%.





CELEBRATION OF WORK:


Thank you to the parents who shared the children’s work with them. It was lovely seeing the proud, beaming faces as the children showed their parents around the classroom and showed off their work and their skills.





FIND THAT PHONE!


Miss Beauchamp, Miss Prior, Mrs Muscat and all the primary school learners as well as the high school drama students are practicing very hard for the production. Please remember to go over your lines in the holidays. Thank you to the parents who have been sending in the make-up and money for costumes and a special thanks to Mrs Janse and her team who will be working on the costumes during the holidays.


 


RIDE FOR SMILES:


Thirty-three cleft palate patients had reconstructive surgery due to the funds raised for this purpose by “Miles for Smiles”. We are proud to have been able to change three people’s lives by means of our fund raising bicycle marathon.


Mrs Austin, Mrs McGregor and 8 learners who made a wonderful contribution to “Rides for smiles” had a wonderful day at the aquarium yesterday. It was a prize well deserved. Well Done!





SUMMER SCHOOL UNIFORM:


The students are to wear the summer uniform when they return to school next term. 


Girls:


School skirt


Fitted white short sleeve shirt


White or navy golf shirt


White socks


Black school shoes





Boys:


Stone colour shorts


Formal white short sleeved shirt


White or navy golf shirt


Black lace up school shoes


Navy socks





Please also ensure that their hair is neatly cut.





INTERACTIVE WHITEBOARD:


It is our aim to eventually have an interactive whiteboard in every classroom. Many parents reiterate this vision and would like to contribute towards the purchase of a second interactive whiteboard. Please do contact Mrs Austin if you would like to contribute. We will also be having a spellathon next term to raise funds towards another whiteboard. Please see article attached Re: Electronic whiteboards.





DROP AND GO:


From the beginning of next term we will be trialing a drop- and-go system at our school. Any parent who would like to accompany their children to their class should please park in the parking area in front of the hall and escort their child/children to their class through the main entrance to the school. All other gates will remain closed for security reasons. All parents just dropping their children are to drive on the left past the church, around the circle and stop in front of the school allowing their child to disembark and enter the school building. Once the child has entered the school, they are to drive on.  It will thus not be necessary to park. The second car will then drive up and drop their children at the entrance. Traffic will be directed for the first week.  Hopefully this system will alleviate the parking problem and the risk of children being knocked over in the parking lot.





HIGH SCHOOL MEETING:


There will be a compulsory meeting for all grade 10/11 parents on the 14th October at 18:30 to discuss the curriculum for next year.





MONTESSORI MEETING:


There will be a meeting for all Montessori parents on Thursday the 9th October at 19:00. It is vital that all parents attend.


SUMMER SPORTS:


Regrettably there will be no swimming next term as the Strand swimming pool is closed for renovations. Fixtures for cricket and tennis will be confirmed next term.





SCHOOL FEES:


All school fees are due at the beginning of the term. If they have not been received during the first week of the new term, a reminder will be sent out. After another week you will receive a second reminder. Thereafter your child will be suspended until school fees have been received. Please contact Mrs Austin should you wish to make alternative arrangements.





AFTERCARE:


There will be full day care facilities at school during the school holidays. Please sign up if you would like to make use of these facilities. Many fun activities such as baking, gardening, a picnic at the nature reserve and a morning on the beach have been planned.





NEW SCHOOL:


There will be a meeting about our new school where parents can give their input regarding requirements they may have for the new school on the 18th November.





SEWER MAINS ON HAZELDEN DRIVE:


This is the answer we received after raising concerns regarding the drain in front of the school in Hazelden Drive:


The sewer system on Hazelden Drive serves much of the Heritage Park community as well as some of the new property developments located to the north of the railway line.


Under normal conditions, the sewer system functions in accordance with it’s design standards and specifications.  The system is however currently exposed to additional pressures as a result of illegal discharge of storm water into the sewer sytem.


stormwater would appear to be entering the system via unprotected manholes outside of Heritage Park i.e. manholes where cast iron covers have been stolen by vandals in search of scrap iron rewards, and possibly via 


illegal and /or unintentional discharge of stormwater from gutters and downpipes of private residential units in the greater Heritage Park and beyond areas.


The system was further compromised by unreported damage to the system as a result of building activities with the Business Park.�The Director of Water Services in the Helderberg Region, and other senior and maintenance personnel have inspected the situation of two formal (and numerous other) occasions within the past five weeks. The Helderberg Administration have repeatedly implemented specialized drain cleaning procedures (high pressure jet cleaning) which solve the problem in the short term, but continual rain results in the system re blocking within a short period of time.  The continual rains, together with the high water table and the substantial depth of the sewer main (both of which make it impossible to excavate to the point at which repeated blockages are occurring), has made it impossible for the HBA to do any more than that which has been done to date.  The HBA have however managed to repair the damage caused by the building contractor in the Business Park area.  We are further more aware of the HBA’s intention to insert a pipe camera into the system as soon as condition permit.  This should assist in identifying the possible blockage points, and whether or not any foreign or other object has lodged itself in the system, thus resulting in the repeated blockages.  Attempts have also been made by the HBA to identify points of stormwater entry into the system.


Long terms resolution of the problem will be affected only when a new 450mm diameter main sewer line has been constructed, part of which will replace the existing line in Heritage Park, by the City of Cape Town.  Planning of this line has been underway for approximately two & a half (and possibly more) years.  Delays in commencement of the installation programme have occurred as a result of objections lodged by the Somerset West Business Park (Phase 1) Owners Association.  It would however appear as though the issues raised by this Association have been resolved, and that Environmental approval has been issued by the Dept.Environmental Affairs & Planning, and that construction of the line will commence as soon as the required Municipal funds are available.  We are not aware of the time frames in this regard, but anticipate commencement of this work during the next Muncipal financial year (July 2009).


In order to verify that which is contained herein, we would recommend you contact the Director Water Services:  Helderberg Administration, Mr Charl Moller on telephone no. 021 850 4000 or via email at charl.moller@capetown.gov.


DATES TO DIARISE :





7 Oct.�
1st Day of 4th Term�
�
9 Oct�
Montessori parent meeting�
�
10 Oct�
Science Expo entries�
�
14 Oct�
High school meeting�
�
17 Oct�
Whole school photo�
�
30 Oct�
School production 7pm�
�
31 Oct�
School production 7pm�
�
1 Nov�
School production 11am�
�
5 Nov�
Induction day�
�
12 Nov�
Spellathon�
�
18 Nov�
New school meeting for parents�
�
5 Dec�
Last day of school�
�






Have a wonderful break!





Kind regards


Annette Austin and Staff  


























