International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk             
23rd  June 2008




Dear Parents,





FATHER’S DAY


Fathers and children alike had great fun on Friday the 13th in the “Super Dad” competition. We really had a wonderful turnout and it warmed many childrens’ hearts watching their Dads running with eggs on their spoons, kicking soccer balls into goals blindfolded and jumping like bunnies down to the finishing line in their sacks. You were all really great sports Dads and Grandpas! Thank you for participating. 


Those of you who haven’t yet paid your R25, please give it to Cathy at the office.





ADVISORY BOARD:


The Advisory Board had their first meeting on Friday the 20th June. We would like to congratulate Mr Hawkins for being elected as President of the Board and Ms Hoek for being elected to be the Vice- President. Mrs Austin will be the secretary.





WINTER WOOLLIES:


It has been really cold early in the mornings and quite  chilly during the day so it is now acceptable to wear  school tracksuits to school.





GERMAN LESSONS:


Unfortunately, the year 4 and 5 students have not had German lessons for a while due to the unexpected cessation of the German teacher’s services. Hopefully lessons will resume next term. 





ABSENTEEISM:


 In terms of section three (1) of the South African Schools Act, parents and guardians are compelled to ensure that learners for whom they are responsible “attend school from the first school day of the year in which such a learner reaches the age of seven years until the last school day of the year in which such a learner reaches the age of fifteen years or the ninth grade, whichever comes first”.  Unfortunately, we do have some children who stay at home without any valid reasons. Please inform us in the school office if your child is absent.





TARDINESS:


Many of our learners are arriving at school after lessons have commenced. The bell rings at 7.50 am. Please ensure that your children get to school on time as it is very disruptive to the students who are punctual.





BUS DRIVER:


If anybody knows of a very reliable and responsible bus driver who may be available to drive the school bus, please inform the ladies in the office.





NEW SCHOOL: 


I have no new feedback on the rezoning process, but according to our contractors, we are still on track hoping to be in our new school in 2010 even though the process feels painfully lethargic to me. 





EMERGENCY CARDS:


All the staff and children at our school are covered by 24 hour medical care while they are under our supervision. We have medical cards that need to be kept in their school bags with essential information in case of an Emergency which we are sending home with the students. Please fill them in with the necessary details and make sure they are kept in your child’s school bag.





AFTERCARE:


According to the survey sent out last year, our Aftercare programme needed some improvement. Ms Van Rooyen attended a special aftercare workshop this weekend and I have visited a few aftercare facilities in the area. We are looking forward to growing and improving our After Care service and would appreciate any feedback or comments you may have. Parents of children using the aftercare facilities will receive notice of the new structure before the holidays. The information will be available to all parents in the office.





SCHOOL BUS SERVICE:


We continue to offer a pick up and drop off service for our students. Due to the petrol increase the price will be adjusted accordingly for next term. Parents of children using this service will be notified and this information will be available to all parents in the office.





JOB SHADOWING:


All the year 11’s will be away this week doing job shadowing. Hopefully this will assist them in making more informed decisions and set more realistic goals about their future. Our year 11 students have chosen very interesting job shadowing ventures such as Graphic design, archeology, gym instructors, hotel management and operations of Hotel kitchen, hair styling, detective work, animation, design and visual effects. We hope that this week will be useful in assisting them with their career choices.





WELCOME BACK:


We would like to welcome Wolfi back after a long absence. It is wonderful to see that you have recovered so well from your operation.





LIBRARY:


We would like to expand our library to include books of different languages. If you have any books in any different languages that you would like to donate to the school we would love to have them. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if our foreign children were able to read a book in their mother tongue from our school?





DONATIONS FOR XENOPHOBIA VICTIMS:


Blankets, food and clothing have been streaming in. Thank you to all of you who have been giving so liberally to this worthy cause.





FACTS FROM ESCOM:


Did you know that if every person switched off their geyser before going to work and switched it back on when they got home their would be no power outages in SA?





Myth 1: it takes more energy to put your geyser back on


Myth 2: it damages your geyser





Have you ever wanted to do something that really made a difference in the world, but always thought it would be difficult? Well, it’s a lot easier than you may think. The energy crisis is arguably one of the biggest challenges facing South Africa right now, and it will be for at least the next few years if we don’t do something about it. And it is actually surprisingly easy to make a difference. Each day you can do two things to help manage the crisis ; The first is to switch off. Switch off your geyser, your lights and the appliances you are not using. The second? Tell others to switch off too: work colleagues , friends and family. 





This is the essence of the Power of One, a new initiative started by a leading NGO, Heart of Healing , that allows South Africans to become part of the solution instead of the problem. So please visit www. Powerofone.org.za where you’ll find out more about how, if we all work together, we can put an end to South Africa’s energy challenge.





Let’s become socially responsible.





REPORTS:


Your child’s report will be handed to you by their classroom teacher on Thursday the 26th June when he/she is picked up.





MILES FOR SMILES:


In the final assembly on Thursday at 10am, we will be handing the check over to “Miles for Smiles”. The amount is being kept secret until then. Braam will probably be here personally to receive it and prizes will be handed to individual students and to groups of students for the huge effort they have put into this fundraiser. Thank you to all our students, their parents and our staff for all you have contributed towards this worthwhile cause. All parents are welcome to attend this assembly.





SANDWICHES FOR THE CHRIS NISSEN CRECHE:


The children from the Chris Nissen crèche rely on our support and it is really disappointing to see how few of our students are remembering to bring in R5 for bread and a spread. Please lets make a huge effort to remember next term!





We invited the children from the creche to spend a morning with us at our school with our Nursery, Reception and Year 1 students. Lots of activities were prepared for them in the class and they were provided with snacks and given toys. It meant so much to them, so we would like to thank all the parents who were involved in organizing this and for all the wonderful donations.





PHONE CALLS TO STAFF AFTER HOURS:


We ask parents to please contact teachers after 2.30 at school and please not to call them on their cell phones. Please keep all phone calls to staff members to business hours.





FAREWELL:


The end of a term is usually sad as we have to bid farewell to members of the ISH family, but also very exciting as they begin a new chapter of their life’s. adventures . We have to bid farewell to Mrs Janse Van Rensburg and her husband as they leave us to follow a life long dream of owning their own farm. They will be settling in Natal and hope to be able to raise a family of their own in the near future. We would like to thank Mrs Janse Van Rensburg for her contributions to the school and wish her well on their new adventure.


We would like to wish Miguel, Ricardo  and Robert Barkley lots of luck as they move to Germany.  Kyle Waldie has returned to the UK, Declan and Keagan Brown will be moving to New Zealand, Kilian Habenicht and his family are settling in Canada and Max Daebel has returned to Germany.  We would also like to wish Jeandre Van der Walt good luck with his new educational venture. Every single one of you has contributed in a special way to our school. We wish you good luck and we will miss you! Please do keep in touch as we would love to share in all the exciting ventures lying ahead for you. 





FIXTURES FOR THE 3rd TERM:


Not all the dates for the sports and other fixtures  including the Primary and High School Open Day for the 3rd term have been finalized yet. These will be given to you early next term.





WATER COOLERS:


The water coolers have not been forgotten and have  been scheduled to be installed during the holidays.





DATES TO DIARISE  





26 June                     Last day of term


		         Assembly at 10.00


                                 School ends at 11:00


22 July                      3rd Term commences for


       


                                students 


28 July                     Extra Mural activities commence   


                                 for the third term.


30 July                      U17 soccer vs Hottentots 


                                  Holland


                                  U11 hockey vs Applewood


4 August                    Beaumont mini-netball


5 August                    U14 U16 Netball vs HH


                                  U 9 U11 U13 8 a side Soccer vs


                                  Applewood 


6 August                    U17 soccer vs Helderberg High


7 August                    U9 U11 soccer vs Helderberg


                                  Primary


14 August                  The most amazing “familishow” -                         


                                  High School from 6;00 - 8.30pm


                              





We wish all our ISH families a wonderful holiday and look forward to welcoming you back next term.





Kind regards


Annette Austin and Staff                   














