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“When one door closes, another one opens.”
We used the assembly this morning as an opportunity to help students look back and evaluate their last school year and achievements. We brought to them the realisation that all sorts of experiences, both pleasant and demanding, contribute to their own development and progression. We would like to challenge each one of our students to look upon this year as one of opportunity and possibility. The one thing that we can be sure of is that there will be changes, experiences, good and bad and indifferent. All anyone can 

do is make the most of it. It is an opportunity whatever stage in life you are at. But the person with most influence over what happens is ourselves.  Heraclituss said, “You cannot step twice into the same river.” Of course he was talking about change – about the unstoppable and unavoidable nature of change. A river is constantly changing so it will never be the same river that is stepped into. This is just like school or anything else in life. Change is part of the course of our lives. We must learn to seize the opportunities it gives.
 “When one door closes, another one opens.’ Good luck as you walk through that door.”

Children as young as two and a half years old are taught to be risk - takers
In our new pre-nursery class, we would like to welcome Mrs Broekhuysen back, who is playing mother hen to her little brood of future starlets, as a full time staff member. The International school of Helderberg believes in educating their students to think independently from the earliest stages. Amongst many features of their learner profile, children as young as two and a half are taught to be risk takers, to be principled and empathetic. We have high expectations of ourselves and of our students. What we aim to achieve in this school goes beyond the purely academic. We want to develop young people who have the self-confidence, skill and motivation to make the world a better place to live in.

Mrs Meekers joins Mrs Tinsley as our second Grade 1 teacher. She is a passionate and dedicated teacher who sees the needs of her pupils as being of utmost importance.

Our new Year 3 teacher, Mrs Sawers joins us from the Greensteds International school in Kenya where she was a class teacher as well as being responsible for the management and oversight of the Junior school. 
We have also added to our male staff contingent and would like to welcome Mr Esterhuizen

as our Year 6 educator. Mr Esterhuizen has a degree in clinical psychology as well as teacher qualifications. Miss de Robeck joins us as a high school educator.  She is known to the students as she gained some of her practical teaching experience at our school. Miss de Robeck obtained the dean’s award from the Cape Peninsula University of technology where she specialised in Maths, Biology and English.
We would like to welcome Miss Williams back as a full time educator. 

We also have a full time bursar, Mrs Mary Howard. Please discuss any financial issues directly with her.
Mrs Wilson will no longer be seen in her classroom nurturing and educating the children, but will be doing so in the media centre. She will be taking over the role as PYP co-ordinator and assisting more in her role as head of the Junior school. Mrs Wilson will also be running the media centre.
Mr Woodford has joined our staff as our new bus driver. He will be trialling it for this term.
Alvericia Jeftas will be assisting Louise in the aftercare. She has worked for the school as a classroom assistant for many years and we appreciate her dedication.

New Students and families

We would like to welcome all our new students and their families to our school.  We are starting 2009 with 48 new students. Unfortunately we are unable to accommodate them all in the existing building. Two Bushveld cabins, with electricity and fans will be erected in the next few days for our High school pupils.

We will be having a picnic on the 6th February from 17h00 at the Nature Reserve to give you an opportunity to meet the other children in your child’s class as well as their parents. Please bring a blanket, chairs and your picnic basket along and help to make all our new families feel welcome.
“Back to school night”
We will be having our Primary School “Back to School night” on Tuesday the 27th January at 19h00. It is essential that all parents attend as this will be an opportunity to meet the teachers and be informed of the expectations they have for your child this school year. A baby sitting service will be available.
The High school meeting will be on Tuesday the 10th February at 19h00 – 20h00. All High school students and their parents are expected to attend. Students are expected to wear school uniform.
Professional Development

The primary school teachers started the school year with a bang with 2 solid days of training. Jacqueline Webb who has been a PYP co-ordinator and trainer for 9 years, came over from Switzerland to share her expertise on the PYP with us.  This also served as a pre-authorisation visit. After working with the staff for 2 days, Mrs Webb encouraged us to continue working towards our authorisation later this year...
The school day

The school day will be extended to 14h30 for all students from Year 3 upwards from Monday the 26th January .This applies to every day except for a Friday. On Fridays the students will be dismissed at 13h00 to give the staff time for collaborative planning as is a pre-requisite for our authorisation. This decision was met with great approval by the students.
The school tuck-shop
We would like to thank Mrs Hearn for offering to take over the school tuck-shop. A greater variety is now available and some healthy options have been added.  If you have any suggestions, Mrs Hearn is more than willing to receive them.

Extra- mural activities
Extra mural activities commence on Monday the 26th January. Please return the form to the office as soon as possible. If your child commits to an activity, please encourage them to attend every session.

Uniform

Please ensure that the children are all correctly attired. From Year 1 all children are expected to wear the proper black school shoes. No students are allowed to wear hidden socks. Boys’ hair has to be kept short and neat.

Drop off and go

We will be continuing the drop off and go system in the mornings. If you would like to escort your child into the school please park in front of the hall to avoid traffic congestion.
School fees
This is a reminder that all school fees are due at the beginning of the term. Thank you to all our parents who have paid so diligently. Please ensure that when making transfers directly into the bank account that your child’s name is used as a reference.
Chess

We would love to offer chess to our Junior students. If any parent is willing to take this on please contact the office.
International Day

Our International Day celebration last year was a huge success largely due to the incredible parent involvement. This year we would like to make it bigger and better and representative of all the countries of origin of all our students. It will be held on Saturday the 25th April. We would love as much parental involvement as possible to make it a truly International celebration. Please contact the office to offer your assistance.
Aftercare

Everybody who will be making use of the aftercare facilities this year must please fill in an application form and take note of the new fee schedule.
Eclipse

There will be a partial eclipse on Monday 26th January 2009 between 07h00 and 09h00.  Please send in welder’s goggles for your child to view this spectacle. 
Conclusion
Thank you to all our parents for the fantastic support for our school and for the teachers who are committed to the education of your children. Your attendance at our events means so much to us. 

Please take note of the calendar dates which will be sent as a separate document
Trusting that 2009 will be a productive and special year.
Kind Regards,

Annette Austin and Staff
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