International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk             
25th  November 2008



Dear Parents,





How wonderful to return after my conference to receive so many letters and emails from parents congratulating us on the superb performance! Our staff and students did us proud! Congratulations!  A special thanks to all the wonderful parents for their help. We could not have done it without your help, the children’s enthusiasm and the devotedness of the staff involved.


I watched the DVD and celebrated the children’s  success with them last week. The DVD is available in the office so please do come in and collect one if you have ordered one.





SCHOOL PHOTOS:


There are still many photos available in the office. Please come in if you would like to purchase your child’s photo. We will be sending all the unclaimed photos back.





HIGH SCHOOL AWARDS CEREMONY:


Congratulations to all our high school students who received awards at our very first High School Awards Ceremony. They were all well deserved.





JUNIOR SCHOOL AWARDS CEREMONY:


There will be 2 Awards Ceremonies. The Nursery to Year 2 Awards Ceremony will take place on Thursday 27th November at 08h00 in the school hall.


The Awards Ceremony for Years 3 to 6 will take place in the evening from 18h30. It is compulsory that all students attend in full school uniform and that they are seated by 6.15 pm. This will take place in the New Gen church hall. Instead of going straight at the circle from Heritage Park towards the school, go ¾ of the way around the circle, so you would be turning right. The New Gen church is about 200m down on the left hand side and is well sign posted. Tea will be served afterwards.


 


THANK YOU TEA FOR PARENTS:


We would like to show our appreciation to our parents for all they have done for the school by inviting you to a thank you tea on Wednesday (tomorrow) 26th November at 9am.


Please do come and join us in the school hall.





TALK BY PROF. SHIRLEY KOKOT:


The parents and staff who attended Prof. Kokot’s talk found it most interesting and inspiring and I am sure will be using her practical advice at home on their children.





 IES CONFERENCE IN EXETER:


Although the conference was exhausting, I am relieved to share with you that although we are experiencing a world economic crisis; SEK/IES are financially stable. They will be continuing to grow their schools in South Africa. They have just purchased new land for our Blouberg school in Parklands which means that they will be building 3 new schools in Cape Town in the near future.


As soon as the conclusions of the conference are sent to me I will forward them to you.





STAFFING FOR NEXT YEAR:


As is usual for this time of the year we sadly have to take leave of staff members and also take this opportunity to thank them for their contributions to our school. Kate Tolsen and Michelle Le Kota will be leaving Montessori after many years at our school. They are truly loved by the children and parents alike and will be greatly missed. Mr Badenhorst will be relocating in order to be closer to his ill father and family. We wish them well in their new endeavours.


The class lists and teachers have not yet been finalized for next year, please find a preliminary list below.





CLASS�
         TEACHER�
�
Pre- Nursery�
Mrs Broekhuysen�
�
Nursery�
Mrs Walsh�
�
Reception�
Miss McChlery�
�
Year 1�
Mrs Tinsley�
�
Year 2�
Miss Hugill�
�
Year 3�
New teacher �
�
Year 4�
Ms Beauchamp�
�
Year 5�
Mr Gous�
�
Year 6�
Mr Esterhuizen�
�



We are very excited at the possibility of having 2 Year 1 classes next year. The numbers are growing steadily at this age level. Mrs Wilson will be moving out of the classroom to be able to perform her tasks as PYP coordinator and to assist me with management. She will also be our new “Librarian”. We are thrilled to be able to welcome Ms Broekhuysen back permanently who will be setting up our pre-nursery class. Mrs Sawers, who was headteacher at the Greensteds International school in Kenya will be joining us in the Junior school. 


In the High school Miss Williams will be joining us on a permanent basis as an English, History and Spanish teacher. We are still negotiating with an IT teacher.


Mrs Alvericia Jeftas will be taking over from Michelle in the Aftercare.





NEW SCHOOL MEETING:


We had a meeting with Mr Luis Fernandez Mira on the development of our new school last week.


 Mr Mira displayed the new school plans to the parents and commented on the Town Planning application process. The total estimated time for authorities final feedback to be after approximately 9 months. We are already 4 months down the line.  Mr Mira commented on the Building Plan approval process and that we have made contact with Director of building department at Somerset West Council. LM commented time frames to be precise in order to submit building plan for council approvals straight after rezoning approved by town planning.


 


Questions from Parents


What type of development is going to occur around the new school area? LM commented about new residential complex in neighbouring site and possible upmarket residential future of the area.


When building in 2 phases how will the school be separate from building works. LM comment - The construction works will remain completely enclosed and as a no go area by contract and SA building regulations.


Would all sport fields be built on the 1 phase?


Which buildings will include the 1 phase to be built?


Would SEK consider to buy new land around in future?


Would SEK raise the school fees to pay for new buildings?


Suggestions from Parents


Build first sportfields. As they can be used by the school community while building the new school.


Build sportfields in 1 phase


Enclose areas 


Concerns from Parents


Security. Fencing off the site. Fencing detail submitted to Town Planning report showed. (LM)


If school is to be built in 2 phases what can guarantee that the 2nd phase will happen or not at all.


New school for 2010 or not?


Invitation


Invitation to Parents to share their vision of the new school. To send emails to Annette or to establish a new media for this discussion to take place. (Blog?, Book?)


Should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me.





SPELLATHON:


Please remember to send in the money raised for the Spellathon. If it suffices, the class that has raised the most money will receive an interactive whiteboard in their classroom.





INTER HOUSE SPORTS DAY:


We will be having our sports day at 8:00am on the 4th December.  The children need to wear their house colour  t-shirts and a sun hat.  Please make sure that they have suntan lotion on and sufficient to drink. 





DATES TO DIARISE :





26 Nov�
Sandwiches year 2�
�
26 Nov�
Thank you tea for parents 9 am�
�
27 Nov�
Awards Ceremony Nursery to Yr 2 at 08h00 in the school hall


Awards Ceremony primary Year 3 to 6 at 18h30�
�
3 Dec�
Entrepreneur’s day and Carols evening�
�
4 Dec�
Inter –House sports day�
�
5 Dec�
Last day of school- school ends 11 am�
�



Kind Regards,


Annette Austin and Staff  























