International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk             26th  May 2008


Dear Parents,





INTER-IES:


We have received wonderful feedback from Blouberg, Hout Bay and parents at Helderberg about our sports day on Saturday. I have included the letter from Mr Lindfield Roberts from Hout Bay.





He wrote:


To all the Staff and Students of IES Helderberg from IES Hout Bay





Thanks for a great day on Saturday, great competition, great organization, great spirit, a wonderful atmosphere and a chance for us all; students, teachers and parents, to realize that we are part of a bigger organization and that we can make this work for us. Congratulations on winning the trophy and getting your school’s name first on the wonderful wooden shell.





Our very best wishes and thanks


Mr Pelham Lindfield Roberts





I think this sums the day up very well!





Unfortunately, not everyone always realizes just how many hours planning, effort and personal time go into making a day like this the huge success it was. I would thus like to say a special word of thanks to Mr Jerling , our sports co-ordinator who organized most of the event as well as to Mrs Arenson who put the team together behind the scenes.





Thank you to my devoted staff for all the time you have put into coaching the children and for your support and hard work on and before Saturday. Thank you to the parents who assisted so willingly. Thank you Mr Garrett, for getting your team together to braai the wors, make the sandwiches and work in the tuckshop and thank you to all the parents who assisted in any big or small way. We would also like to thank Savemore Meat Market for their donation of boerewors.





Congratulations to all our teams who participated on Saturday. We are so proud of you. It is very exciting for our school to be the first to win the INTER-IES South Africa trophy. It was so wonderful seeing so many of our children at Beaumont just there to support your peers and friends.


We are allowing all our participants as well as all the students who were there to support them to wear civvies to school on Friday.





We look forward to an Inter- IES cultural event which will hopefully take place towards the end of the year.





RIDES FOR SMILES:


We would like to remind all our students and their parents about our bicycle marathon on Saturday the 7th June which will be taking place at Monkey Town. We need final numbers by Wednesday the 28th May so that the sponsor sheets can be given out, so please do inform us whether your child will be participating. Please also inform your child’s teacher via your child what size t-shirt they wear as everybody participating will be donated a special ride for smiles t-shirt by ITEC. We look forward to as many of our students, staff and parents participating as possible. Please note that special provision has been made for those children who would love to participate, but do not have bicycles to walk the track.  We look forward to being able to put a smile on a few little children’s faces. The event begins at 10am so we ask all participants to please be at Monkey Town by 9.30 am.





SPONSORSHIP:


ITEC has agreed to sponsor 2 of our soccer teams this year and have provided them with their kit. They will be sponsoring us again in 2009 and 2010 and will then provide the gear for some of our hockey and netball teams. We would like to thank ITEC for this sponsorship. I am sure you will agree that our teams looked great in their new gear. We would also like to thank “Shah” Mr Haiderzada’s company who will be sponsoring the kits of the U/9/10 soccer team.





DEVELOPMENTS REGARDING OUR NEW SCHOOL:


I was updated on the situation at a meeting held  yesterday the 26th May. According to the different consultants, we are still on schedule. The Heritage Assessment committee were generally happy with our plans, but don’t want the buildings to be that rigid.  Our architect is working on the new plans and is hoping to resubmit them by the end of next week.





LOST PROPERTY:


Please do ask your children to collect any lost items of clothing from the lost property. Uncollected items will be sold at the uniform shop.





INTER-ACTIVE WHITEBOARD PRESENTATION:


The parents that attended this presentation seemed very impressed by the whiteboard and the potential it has to enhance and advance the education of your child in the classroom. At the moment our school only has one interactive whiteboard which can be used by all the pupils in the school , but the ideal would of course be to have one in every classroom!





HELDERBERG SCIENCE EXPO:


We had science week at our school last week and Mrs Renaut used this opportunity to launch ISH’s science expo. The Science Expo is an exciting opportunity for young minds to explore their natural world by using every-day sound scientific principles. 


The Junior Theme (ages 7 – 10) is Renewable energy resources for the future.


The Intermediate Theme (ages 11 -14) is “The effects of pollution on our world”


The Senior Theme (ages 15 +) is “Climate Change: What in the world is happening?”


Please remember to hand in your entry forms to your home room-teacher no later than the 30th May.


For more information please speak to Mrs Renaut.





VICTIMS OF XENOPHOBIC RAGE:


Many of these people have lost everything they own and are being housed by private families or in churches. We, as a school would like to assist as much as we can, so please send in any food, clothing items, blankets or monetary donations if you would like to assist and are not already doing so.





STAMP COLLECTION FOR ZUMAT:


Just a reminder that we are collecting used, undamaged postage stamps. They can be sent to school with your child and given to the Teacher or otherwise they can be placed in the purple box in the office.  Please note that the stamps do not need to be removed from the envelopes.





SPORTING NEWS:


Unfortunately our netball games were cancelled last week due to the weather. Our u/16 soccer boys beat Paul Roos 4/2. Well done!  Our U/9 s  won their game against  Loretto Convent 3/2.  The U/11’s won 2/1 and the u/13’s lost 3/5.  Congratulation’s to all of you.





PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:


Please note that school will be closing at 11am on Friday the 13th June for all primary school pupils as all the primary school staff will be involved in professional development. Provision will be made for the students who are unable to be picked up early, to remain at school supervised until 14:15. Please note that the high school will not be involved as they will be writing exams during this time and they will stick to their normal exam time table.





DATES TO DIARISE                           


29 May                      U/9 U/11 U/13 Soccer Vs


                                  Bridge House


7 June                       Ride for smiles 


13 June                     School ends at 11am for primary 


                                 School pupils


16 June                     No school: Youth Day


19 June                     Junior school music concert


23 June                     Year 11 job shadowing 











Kind regards


Annette Austin and Staff                   











