International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk             
2nd September 2008




Dear Parents,





GRANDPARENTS’ DAY:


Our hall was filled to the brim on Grandparents day on Wednesday the 27th August. The Grandparents /substitute Grandparents all seemed to thoroughly enjoy the concert and the eats afterwards. It was wonderful to have such a great turnout.





OPEN DAY:


Just a reminder about our Open Day to be held tomorrow, Wednesday the 3rd September. The Primary school will be having theirs from 9am to 12am. There will be a presentation in the school hall from 9am. Thereafter there will be time to visit the classes. At 10.30am the presentation will be repeated. Parents will also be able to visit classes from 11am -12pm. Snacks will be served in the staff room.


The High school will have their Open Day from 7pm to 8pm. Children attending are requested to wear their school uniform please. There will be baby sitting facility for younger siblings.


Thank you to all the parents who kindly displayed the posters in the back windows of their motor vehicles.





UNIFORM:


Parents who are unable to place uniform orders in the time slots made available, are welcome to place orders telephonically or request that an order form be sent home with their child.


Children are only supposed to wear their sports gear on the days that they have Physical Education. They are then allowed to wear sports shoes. On all other days the children are required to wear black school shoes with their uniform.





AFTER CARE:


We would like to suggest that children who stay in the afternoon for aftercare bring casual attire to change into in order to keep their school uniform clean.








PATCH 5c TOWERS OF HOPE:


The 5c pieces have been streaming in. Tomorrow will be the last opportunity to send in coins as we will then have to start counting them. The class that brings in the most will be representing our school together with the year 7’s on the 6th September at Waterstone Village Shopping Centre. They will also get a special prize from the school.





SPORTING NEWS:


Our U/11 boys won their soccer game against Kingsway 5-0, but lost their hockey game 1-0 against Beaumont. Our netball girls who played against Stellenbosch High won both the games.





SPRING DAY:


We will be celebrating the arrival of spring on Friday the 5th September. The children will be able to wear civvies at a cost of R5.00.





BANDANA DAY:


Please support those suffering from leukemia and buy a sunflower bandana for only R15 from our school or Pick and Pay to wear on National Bandana Day on the 23rd September 2008.





RED CROSS:


Mrs Bleming is collecting clothing for the Red Cross Organization.  Please contact her on 074 378 5770 if you have some clothes to donate to this worthy cause.





PLASTICS FOR HOMELESS ANIMALS:


Mrs Morris is collecting plastic containers (magarine tubs, cream cheese tubs or any see through containers from the deli) for the homeless dogs and cats in the Somerset WestArea.


There is a box in the foyer in which you can place 


your containers.





STARKE  AYRES COMPETITION:


We are proud to announce that Peta Morris has won a prize in the above competition.  She will be receiving her prize on Saturday .





MEDIA CENTRE:


The school hall has been changed into a multi-purpose room now also accommodating the library. The electronic whiteboard has been moved to the hall and will be available for all teachers and students to use.





ARBOUR WEEK:


What is Arbour Week? 


Arbour Day originated in 1872 in the United States' territory of Nebraska. Mr. J. Sterling Morto, a newcomer to the treeless plains of Nebraska, was a keen proponent of the beauty and benefit of trees. He persuaded the local agricultural board to set aside a day for planting trees and through his position as an editor of Nebraska's first newspaper, encouraged participation in the event by publishing articles on the value of trees for soil protection, fruit, shade and building. Morton's home, known as Arbour Lodge, was a testament to his love for trees and so inspired the name of the holiday, Arbour Day. Within two decades Arbour Day was celebrated in every US State and territory, and eventually spread around the world. Arbour Day in 1872 was first observed/ celebrated with the planting of more than a million trees. This is a brief history of Arbour Day in the world. 


Although Arbour Day originated in 1872, in South Africa Arbour Day was only celebrated for the first time in 1983. In 1999, the government extended the celebration of Arbour Day to National Arbour Week. From 1 - 7 September every year, communities are encouraged to participate in the clean and green events to improve the health and beauty of the environment. Every year Arbour Week is celebrated with identified trees of the year. This year's trees are the Wild Plum, Bladder Nut Tree and the Bell Bean Tree.


Through National Arbour Week, government hopes to raise awareness of the dangers of veld and forest fires, and to highlight the vital role of trees in our lives. I therefore appeal to you, our school community to do the following: 


* Protect our indigenous forest �* Help prevent veld and forest fires �* Plant and care for trees 


In order to create awareness at our school we will be participating in a Schools Art Competition. The younger children have a picture to colour in and the older children have to design a poster.  The winning entrant and the winning entrant’s school will receive a computer.


TELEPHONE CALLS:


Students often come into the office to make telephone calls to their parents when they have forgotten their lunch, sporting gear or books at home. Please note that they will be charged for these calls.





CELEBRATION OF WORK:


The schedule sheets will be up in the foyer next week to schedule your time slot for the student led celebration of work to be held on the 18th and 19th September. Each child will have 20 minutes to share their work with their parents. Children will only be expected to be at school for their time slot, but they will be taken care of before and after the conferences until all conferences have finished.





DATES TO DIARISE :





1-5 Sep.�
Arbour week�
�
3 Sept.�
Open Day Primary school 9-12 am�
�
�
Open Day High school 7pm �
�
�
Sandwiches Year 5�
�
�
Secretaries Day�
�
5 Sept.�
ISH Spring day�
�
�
Cross country at Applewood �
�
6 Sept.�
Patch Tower of Hope�
�
9 Sept.�
Reception cake sale�
�
10 Sept.�
Sandwiches Year 4�
�
�
N/R/Yr1 Baxter Theatre –Little Red Riding Hood�
�
11 Sept.�
Year 1 MTN science centre�
�
12 Sept.�
Hockey, Soccer, Netball festival at Beaumont�
�
17 Sept.�
Sandwiches year 3�
�
18 Sept.�
Celebration of work�
�
19 Sept.�
Celebration of work�
�
23 Sept.�
School closes at 11am for holidays�
�
�
Bandana day�
�



Kind Regards


Annette Austin and Staff  


























