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“The Power of the IBPYP Programme- At the leading edge, a call for creativity, innovation and 21st Century Thinking.”

I think you are all very concerned about the state of education in South Africa and the matric pass rate at the end of last year. And rightly so?

In a global analysis of education in general (world wide) the following conclusions were made:

People have been educated away from their natural talents. There is a critical need for creativity which is the process of having original ideas that add value. We would benefit from a richer concept of intelligence; it should be seen as being dynamic, and richly multi-faceted and diverse. It is all about making lots of connections. Intelligence and creativity are ultimately linked and everyone can be taught to be creatively intelligent. Creativity should be seen as “applied intelligence”. It should be described and encouraged. Innovation is “applied creativity”.

According to the educational advisor to the UK government, the present education system is very linear and seems to have as its optimum output that all students become university professors. Unfortunately intelligence is measured by left brain activity to the detriment of the arts.

The implications for education are several. Learning is a personal act, not a government target exercise. Standardized tests have led to a decline in genius and standardizing is the opposite of achievement. All forms of intelligence and creativity should be respected.

At the International Conference for Principals held in New Zealand last year the following conclusions were made:

Learners have become passive recipients and should be changed into active learners. There should be a strong emphasis on personalized learning with the aim of nurturing the unique talents of each learner. No longer should the learner have to fit the system as is the case in most educational systems, but the system needs to fit the needs of the learner.

It feels very empowering to be able to say that we are already doing so much of this with our IBPYP.

The Primary Years Programme promotes the education of the whole person, emphasizing intellectual, personal, emotional and social growth through all the domains of knowledge, involving the major traditions of learning in languages, humanities, sciences, mathematics and the arts.

The style of teaching not only stimulates curiosity ,inquiry, reflection and critical thinking, but also promotes the development of empathy. The subject specific bodies of knowledge, together with the Programme of Inquiry, provide a comprehensive, well-balanced curriculum that requires children to reflect on their roles and responsibilities and to participate fully in the learning process.

The classroom should be a stimulating and provocative place, where the child’s point of view, supported by knowledge, skill, reflection and understanding, is both valued and made useful.
The PYP also recognises that educating children in a set of isolated subject domains, while necessary is not sufficient. Of equal importance is the need to acquire skills in context, and to explore content that is relevant to children and transcends the boundaries of the traditional subjects.

To be truly educated, a student must also make connections across the disciplines, discover ways to integrate the separate subjects and ultimately relate what they learn to life. (Boyer 1995) do  is make the most of it. It is an opportunity whatever stage in life you are at. But the person with most influence over what happens is ourselves.  Heraclituss said, “You cannot step twice into the same river.” Of course he was talking about change – about the unstoppable and unavoidable nature of change. A river is constantly changing so it will never be the same river that is stepped into. This is just like school or anything else in life. Change is part of the course of our lives. We must learn to seize the opportunities it gives.

“When one door closes, another one opens.’ Good luck as you walk through the door”

Junior School “Back to School night”
It was lovely to see you all again and to welcome all our new families to ISH.  I am sure you found meeting your children’s teacher a pleasant and enlightening experience.  If you were unable to make  the meeting, please ensure that you make time to meet the teacher and receive all the information necessary to help you support your child’s learning.  We will be sending out information next week on the curriculum expectations (scope and sequences) for each age range in the main subject strands.  You may find it interesting to see where we are planning to take your child in each area and also for you to see what is expected from each age range.    
What is PYP all about?
I would encourage all of you to attend our PYP (Primary Years Programme) Workshop to be held on the 24th February 2009.

Recipe Book

We will be creating our own “ISH International Recipe Book” this year.  Please do send in those favourite South African and International Culinary treasures for our book.      

Family Picnic

We would like to invite all our families; old and new to join us for our annual ISH picnic at the Nature Reserve on Friday 6th February 2009 from 17h00-19h00.  Please pack those picnic baskets, bring your picnic blankets and/or chairs and join us for what promises to be a fun evening.  There is an entry fee at the gate.

Calendar

Please take note of the annual calendar that is attached.  Please note that this is a provisional calendar and dates may be changed.
International Day Saturday 25th April 2009

Last year we ran our very first International Day which was a huge success.

We are planning our next International day which will take place on Saturday 25th April – a week after we return from the Easter holidays.

We are anticipating that this event will be great fun and is especially designed for us all to have fun with our families. As a school we are privileged to have children from 10 countries from around the world. We have therefore selected 10 teams to represent each country. Each team is encouraged to work with their children to research that country and then get together with their other team members to plan for the day.

You are encouraged to prepare food that is typical of your teams country, to dress up in costume, to build a small scene that would be recognizable, bring a cd player with some music from that country – and anything else that would add to the fun.

The idea would then be to visit the other countries for a cultural tour of the world.

This is a great opportunity to have fun with your family and other families from the school – and will promote the international aspect of the school to the local community.

We look forward to sharing a great day together.
Students Representative Council                                    
A group of High school students are being selected by the learners and the staff to form a STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL. They will play a meaningful role in the running of the school and will represent all the students from Year 7 to Year 12.
Your Personal Details 

Please ensure that Cathy has your updated personal details- contact numbers and email addresses. It is essential that we are able to easily communicate with you.
Class Contact Lists

As usual we will be sending out class lists with contact details for each class as soon as these have been finalized to facilitate easy social interaction between families. It has been school policy to send out these details to class members in the past. Should you, however, prefer NOT to have your email address on this contact list please feel free to contact/email the office to arrange this as soon as possible.
Drop and Go

In order to avoid accidents and slow traffic please follow the following DROP AND GO RULES:
· NO parking in the drop and Go area.
· STAFF only to park in this area.
· If you want to walk your children in – please park on the side in front of the Hall.
· When you drive off after dropping or collecting your child please drive slowly.

Thank you for your support and cooperation in this matter.
Karate

There will be no karate classes until further notice.
Swimming

If you have enrolled your child for swimming this term, please transport your children to and from the swimming pool yourselves as these are private lessons. 
Primary School Council

Mrs Wilson will be working with the senior primary learners to elect a primary school council. We look forward to their support of the student body and school management in making our special school even better as well as the Year 6 class leading the Junior school in their final year at Primary School.
From the Bursar’s Office

An important notice to all

Parents making direct payments

into the School’s banking

account.

PLEASE ALWAYS USE YOUR

CHILD’S FULL NAME OR

ACCOUNT NO e.g. SMI001 /

SARAH SMITH IF IT RELATES

TO INVOICED ACCOUNTS.

IF FOR ANY REASON THERE

ARE SUNDRY AMOUNTS THAT

ARE BEING PAID FOR AND

THAT ARE NOT INVOICED ON

THE SCHOOL ACCOUNT THEN

PLEASE CLEARLY STATE

YOUR CHILD’S NAME AND

WHAT THE PAYMENT IS FOR

e.g. SARAH SMITH / DANCE etc.

This will assist us to avoid the time-consuming problem of trying to contact the bank regarding payments that have no reference and also to avoid the enormous cost incurred to do this. It is also very important that the correct reference is used for the efficient capturing of these payments.

In future any costs incurred to trace deposits that have no reference will be charged to the relevant account concerned.

Thank you for your cooperation in this regard.
Special Request

Dear Moms, 

The Library is in desperate need of your assistance!

If you have any time next week please could you come in to the

School’s Library to assist.

We would so welcome any time

that you can spare…
Election of new Advisory Board Members

We will be electing new advisory board members to replace Ms Hoek and Mr Allen on the 11th February. A separate letter will be sent out in this regard.
Valentine’s Day

We will be celebrating Valentine’s day at school on Friday the 13th February. The children can dress in red, white or pink at a cost of R5.00.
Arts and Crafts Club

We will also be offering an Arts and Crafts club for the Year 1 and Year 2 learners on a Monday afternoon from 13h15 to 14h15. There will be a fee of R150.00 per term to cover the cost of the materials. If your child is interested please contact Cathy in the office.
Photographer 

On Tuesday 10th February 2009 there will be a photographer at the school taking various photographs of the children.  All pupils are to come to school with their hair tied up, no make-up, clean and tidy uniforms and please get them to bring their sportswear and also their musical instruments and any certificates they received last year.
School Telephones

To contact Cathy or Leigh in the office please dial 021 851 6290 and to contact the Bursar Mary, please dial 021 851 6291
Uniform Shop

Uniform shop hours are on Tuesdays 14h00-15h00 and Wednesdays 14h00-15h00 
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