International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk             2nd  June 2008


Dear Parents,





RIDE FOR SMILES:


We would like the students participating on Saturday to please return their sponsorship forms to their class teachers by Friday the 6th June. There will be a prize for the student who raises the most money. We need parents to volunteer to be “team leaders” for the rally. Please could you advise the class teacher if you are willing to do so. The team leaders responsibilities will be:


To be the contact person on Saturday for the 4 children who are in your team.


Two bicycles will be used per team. One will serve as a back-up in the case of a puncture etc. The team leader will be responsible for organizing this.


Having water on hand for their teams on Saturday.


Collecting the “lap done forms’ at the office before Saturday.


There will be a teacher team participating on Saturday consisting of Mr and Mrs Austin, Mrs Tinsley and Ms Beauchamp. How about a team of parents participating? We look forward to your support!





INTER-IES PHOTOS:


We had a professional photographer taking photos at our Inter IES Winter sports festival. If you would like photos of your children please look on the following website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.formaphoto.co.za" ��www.formaphoto.co.za�


Thank you to those parents who responded and sent us photos. We would still love to have photos if you haven’t emailed any to us yet!





SPONSORSHIP:


I would like to apologize about the mistake made in last week’s newsletter. It is Mr Jappie who is sponsoring the U9/U 10 soccer team. Thank you very much for this.








FAREWELL:


We have had to bid farewell to Mrs Hazel Wickam, our director of Administration and Finance. We would like to thank her for everything she has done for the school and would like to welcome Ms Michele Priestman from Hout Bay, who will be replacing her, to the Helderberg family.  Ms Carmen Jansen, our bursar is also no longer with us. Please address any financial questions or issues to Ms Priestman at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Michele.priestman@iesedu.com" ��Michele.priestman@iesedu.com�. We do apologise for any inconvenience caused by any financial errors that have occurred during this time and we would like to assure you that this situation is being rectified and hopefully will not happen again.


Mrs Janse van Rensburg will also be leaving us at the end of the term. She and her husband will be moving to Natal to follow their dream of owning their own farm. Mrs Janse van Rensburg will be replaced by Mrs Uys, a very experienced mathematics teacher from Paarl Vallei. 





MONTESSORI:


Please note that school will end for our Montessori pupils as normal on Friday the 13th June.





VICTIMS OF XENOPHOBIC RAGE:


This is a very sad time in the history of our land. It is very sad to think that children cannot go to school because they fear for their lives. It has been very encouraging to see how our students have responded to the crisis. Thank you to all our parents who have donated so liberally to this cause. We are still accepting donations at the office. 





EXAMINATIONS:


We ask parents to see that our high school students focus on preparing themselves for the examinations and that social engagements, television and other distractions be limited so that they get enough sleep and proper preparation time. Please note that a doctor’s letter is required if a student misses any of these exams. Kindly take note of times indicated for start and end of these sessions and make arrangements accordingly.





SPORTING NEWS:


We are once again very proud of the achievements of our sports teams. Our junior soccer teams played against Bridge House. The U/9 team drew 1/1 and the U/11 team won 5/0. The netball fixtures were cancelled due to the weather. Our hockey team beat Somerset House 4/1. Unfortunately the mini hockey tournament at Somerset College was cancelled due to drenched fields.





PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:


Please note that school will be closing at 11am on Friday the 13th June for all primary school pupils as all the primary school staff will be involved in professional development. Provision will be made for the students who are unable to be picked up early, to remain at school supervised until 14:15. Please note that the high school will not be involved as they will be writing exams during this time and they will stick to their normal exam time table.





PLEASE BE ALERT:


Sadly, a Maties student, residing at a Residence in Stellenbosch died on Wednesday night after contracting the infectious strain of meningitis. Our hearts go out to her family and friends- she was only 19 years old. If you suspect that your child may have had contact with anyone who may possibly have been affected, please consult your doctor, and be alert to the symptoms of the disease.





INTERNATIONAL KNITTING IN PUBLIC DAY:


The 14th June is International Knitting in Public Day in support of Breast Cancer awareness. Purchase your knitting in Public Kit for R20 and knit a square in public on the 14th June. The squares will be collected, made into blankets and then donated back to the Breast Health foundation. 





FATHERS DAY:


Dads, please mark your diaries for Friday morning the 13th June. Details to follow.





FLAGS:


We would once again like to thank the Christie family for their donation of flags. Our flag poles are functional once again.





PLANS FOR THE NEW SCHOOL:


I have been having regular meetings with our local architect and have visited schools like Bridge House, Somerset College and Elkanah with him. We would like the new school to be as sustainable and eco friendly as possible, be aesthetically pleasing, but most important of all to be practical and offer all the facilities we require. If any of our parents would like to offer any expertise or input, it would be much appreciated.





PATCH- TOWER OF HOPE:


Once again our school will be supporting this cause. Our students were addressed by PATCH on Friday about child abuse. Each class has been asked to collect 5 cent coins. The class that collects the most will represent the school by building the “Tower of Hope”. Any donations will be accepted. 





DATES TO DIARISE  


2- 6 June                  World environment week                         


7 June                       Ride for smiles


9 June                       High School exams commence 


13 June                     School ends at 11am for 


                                  Primary school pupils 


                                 Fathers’ day celebration


16 June                     No school: Youth Day


19 June                     Junior school music concert


20 June                     Extra mural activities end


23 June                     Year 11 job shadowing 


26 June                     Last day of term








Kind regards


Annette Austin and Staff                   











