International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk

                                                7th March 2008
	Dear Parents,
INTERNATIONAL DAY

I think International Day exceeded all our expectations. There was a wonderful atmosphere and everybody seemed to be having lots of fun.
I would once again like to thank everybody who  contributed to making this festival the huge success that it was. Thank you to all our sponsors for the wonderful prizes they  donated and for the clothing that our models modeled so beautifully .Thank you to the parents for everything they did, to my devoted and hard working staff and last, but not least thank you to the students for their enthusiasm and hard work. Without them International Day would not have been possible! It was a true celebration of our diversity and yet of our similarities. We look forward to International Day 2009! 
WORLD MATHS DAY:

Unfortunately not all our students were able to participate due to the network being completely overloaded. Thank you to those conscientious students who took part from home. We will also be participating in a general knowledge quizz later this year. Details to follow.
SMART BOARD PRESENTATION:

Our school will be purchasing an interactive whiteboard to be used in the classroom. SMARTBOARD will be giving a presentation on Monday the 10th March at our school. We would also like to invite any interested parents to this presentation which will be taking place at 2.45 pm and will probably not be much longer than an hour.

STAFFING:
We would like to thank Mrs Tilleman for stepping in so competently for Mr Jerling and we would like to welcome Mr. Jerling to our High School team. Mr Jerling will be teaching Life Orientation, Geography and Physical Education. He will also be taking over as our Sports Co-ordinator.

	SWIPE CARDS AT THE BOOM:
I would once again like to apologize for the inconvenience that was caused as you arrived at the ‘boom gates’ on Monday morning.

Somerset Park Business Trust has advised us of the following:-

1.  Each family will be issued with two swipe cards 

    at a cost of R45 per card.

2. The cards will be programmed with each parents name             
    and details.

3.  Parents entering Heritage Park will swipe  
     their own cards to gain access to Heritage Park.                                                                  
4.  We have been allowed a further two weeks grace 
     period to use our existing cards.                                            
5. The swipe cards will be available from the school office from Wednesday the 12th March                     

                        

From the 8th April 2008 no person may enter Heritage Park unless they are in possession of their own swipe card.
ALERT! ALERT!

We are alerting parents that a strain of Hepatitus A has been reported going around at the moment, mainly in the Somerset West area. Symptoms of Hepatitus A are similar to that of a tummy bug to start with, but are accompanied by headaches, low grade fever, persistent nausea, vomiting and a tenderness over the liver area. Skin and whites of eyes may develop a yellowish tinge. Untreated, this may lead to jaundice. Parents are advised to take children for a Hepatitus A vaccination, which is available. Hepatitus A is contagious, but not life threatening. Please consult a doctor if you are unsure.
Bill of Responsibilities:

Please feel free to comment on the new Bill of Responsibilities for the youth of South Africa found below. The public have until the 10th March to submit any comments.



	The Bill of Responsibilities for the youth of South Africa
Preamble
I accept the call to responsibility that comes with the 

Many rights and freedoms that I have been privileged to inherit from the sacrifice and suffering of those who come before me.  I appreciate that the rights enshrined in the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa are inseparable from my duties and responsibilities to others.

Therefore I accept that with every right comes a set of responsibilities.

This Bill outlines the responsibilities that flow from each of the rights enshrined in the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa.

My responsibility in ensuring the right to equality
The right to equality places on me the responsibility to

· treat every person equally and fairly, and

· not discriminate unfairly against anyone on the 

basis of race, gender, religion, national, ethnic

or social origin, disability, culture, language,

status or appearance.

South Africa is a diverse nation, and equality does not mean uniformity, or that we are all the same.  Our country’s motto: !KE E: /XARRA //KE, meaning “Diverse people unite”, calls on all of us to build a common sense of belonging and national pride, celebrating the very diversity which makes us who we are.  It also calls on us to extend our friendship and warmth to all nations and all peoples of the world in our endeavour to build a better world.

My responsibility in ensuring the right to human dignity

The right to human dignity places on me the responsibility to:

· treat people with reverence, respect and dignity

· be kind, compassionate and sensitive to every human being, including greeting them warmly and speaking to them courteously.

My responsibility in ensuring the right to life
The right to life places on me the responsibility to:
My responsibility in ensuring the right to work

This right carries with it the responsibility for all learners, parents, caregivers and teachers to:

· work hard and do our best in everything we do

· recognize that living a good and successful life involves hard work, and that anything worthwhile only comes with effort.

· This right must never be used to expose children to child labour (proposed alternative: prevent children being exposed to child labour)

My responsibility in ensuring the right to freedom and security of the person
The right is upheld by my taking responsibility for:

· not hurting, bullying, or intimidating others, or allowing others to do so, and 

· solving any conflict in a peaceful manner.

My responsibility in ensuring the right to own property

The right to own property places on me the responsibility to:

· respect the property of others

· take pride in and protect both private and public property, and not to take what belong to others

· be honest and fair, and for those who have, to give generously to charity and good causes.

My responsibility in ensuring the right to freedom of religion,belief and opinion

The right to freedom of conscience requires me to:

· allow others to choose and practice the religion of their choice, and to hold their own beliefs and opinions, without fear or prejudice.

· Respect the beliefs and opinions of others, and their right to express these, even when we may strongly disagree with these beliefs and opinions.  That is what it means to be a free democracy.

DATES TO DIARISE

8 March
Applewood mini-cricket festival

10 -14 March         High school camp to Wortelgat

10 – 12 March        High school camp to “Back to Basics”

10  March              Smartboard presentation

12 March               u11 cricket – Beaumont

14 March               Extra mural programme ends

15 March               swipe cards compulsory at gate

17 March               Parent/Teacher conferences

20 March               Last day of term. School closes at   

                              11am
8 April                    Classes resume


	· protect and defend the lives of others

· not endanger the lives of others by carrying dangerous weapons or by acting recklessly or disobeying our rules and laws.

· live a healthy life, by exercising, eating correctly by not smoking, abusing alcohol, or taking drugs, or incuding in irresponsible behaviour that may result in my being infected or infecting others with communicable diseases such as HIV and AIDS.

My responsibility in ensuring the right to family or parental care

This right expects me to:

· honour and respect my parents, and to help them

· be kind and loyal to my family, to my brothers and sisters, my grandparents and all my relatives

· recognize that love means long-term commitment, and the responsibility to establish strong and loving families.

My responsibility in ensuring the right to education
The right to education places on me the responsibility to:

· attend school regularly, to learn, and to work hard

· cooperate respectfully with teachers and fellow learners, and 

· adhere to the rules and the Code of Conduct of the school.

and concurrently places on my parents and caregivers the responsibility to:

· ensure that I attend school and receive their support

and places on my teachers the responsibility to:

· promote and reflect the culture of learning and teaching in giving effect to this right.
My responsibility in ensuring the right to live in a safe environment

This right assumes the responsibility to:

· promote sustainable development, and the conservation and preservation of the natural environment

· protect animal and plant-life, as well as the responsibility to prevent pollution, to not litter, and to ensure that our homes, schools, streets and other public places are kept neat and tidy.

· In the context of climate change, we are also obliged to ensure we do not waste scarce resources like water and electricity.

My responsibility in ensuring the right to citizenship
The right to citizenship expects that each of us will be good and loyal South African citizens.

This means that we are responsible for:

· obeying the laws of our country

· ensuring that others do so as well, and

· contributing in every possible way to making South Africa a great country.

My responsibility in ensuring the right to freedom of expression
The right to free expression is not unlimited, and does not allow us to:

· express views which advocate hatred, or are based on prejudices with regard to race, ethnicity, gender or religion

· We must therefore take responsibility to ensure this right is not abused by ourselves or others, to not tell or spread lies, and to ensure others are not insulted or have their feelings hurt.

Conclusion

I accept the call of the Bill of Responsibilities, and commit to taking my rightful place as an active, responsible citizen of South Africa.  By assuming these responsibilities I will contribute to building the kind of society which will make me proud to be a South African.
Kind regards

Annette Austin
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