International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk

	9 April 2008

Dear Parents,
Welcome back! Hopefully you have all had a wonderful holiday and the children are excited to be back at school. I know many parents are happy to send them back to us and we are really happy to have them back.
EXTRA MURAL ACTIVITIES:
Your children have already signed up for the sports that they would like to participate in. We have attached the lists for your attention. As you can see we have reduced the number of choices and combined some of the age groups to enable our children to compete competitively in teams. Please contact Mr Jerling, our sports coordinator, if you have any problems or questions regarding sporting activities. 
Please note that the extra-mural activity lists need to be returned by Friday the 11th April.

Sport and Club Activites will start on Monday the 14th April. To enable our children to have weekly practices as well as to participate in matches against other schools in the vicinity, we have moved our Monday afternoon staff meeting to an early morning meeting at 7.30 to 7.45 each day.

STAFFING NEWS:
We would like to welcome Ms Carmen Jansen to our team as our new bursar and Mrs Leigh Bench as my new PA/ Admissions officer.  Mrs Bench will only be starting towards the end of the month.
Just a reminder that we will be having a special farewell assembly for Mrs Bowley on Friday 18th April. Jenny will be presented with a gift at this assembly and if anyone would like to contribute towards this gift please hand in your donation to Cathy at the office. Parents are welcome to attend this assembly.
ADVISORY BOARD:

Please find attached the nomination form for the advisory board. Instructions and dates can be found at the bottom of the document. Please note that individuals may nominate themselves. Nominations must be seconded.
Voting will take place on Thursday the 24 April by means of a secret ballot between 7.30am and 3.30pm.  The form 
intelligence is measured by left brain activity, to the detriment of the arts.

The implications for education are several. Learning is a personal act, not a government target exercise. Standardized tests have led to “a decline in genius” and “Standardizing is the opposite of achievement”.
All forms of intelligence and creativity should be 
respected.
According to the Vice Chancellor of Oxford there is a need for strong emphasis on ethical discussion and there should be an updated approach to character education.

To sum the conference up; learners have become passive recipients and should be changed into active learners. There should be a strong emphasis on personalized learning with the aim of nurturing the unique talents of each learner. No longer should the learner have to fit the system as is the case in most educational systems; but the system needs to fit the needs of the learner.

WOW! It feels so empowering to be able to say that we are already doing so much of the above with our IBPYP programme. 

The PYP programme promotes the education of the whole person, emphasizing intellectual, personal, emotional, and social growth, through all the domains of knowledge, involving the major traditions of learning in languages, humanities, sciences, mathematics and the arts.

The style of teaching not only stimulates curiosity, inquiry, reflection and critical thinking, but also promotes the development of empathy. The subject- specific bodies of knowledge, together with the Programme of Inquiry, provide a comprehensive, well balanced curriculum that requires children to reflect on their roles and responsibilities and to participate fully in the learning process The classroom should be a stimulating and provocative place, where the child’s point of view, supported by knowledge, skill, reflection and understanding, is both valued and made useful.

The PYP also recognizes that educating children in a set of isolated subject domains, while necessary, is not sufficient. Of equal importance is the need to acquire skills in context, and to explore content that is relevant to children and transcends the boundaries of the traditional 

Fixture dates for this terms sport will be announced once they have been confirmed by the participating schools. Most schools are still on holiday so we have to wait until they have resumed next week.

Kind regards

Annette Austin
	will be given to you and voting will take place at school.
Each parent (could be two per household) can vote by completing a form at the school.

Candidates will not be aware of who voted for them and how many votes they received.

The Advisory board members will be announced on Monday 5th May 2008.
For your information I have added an interesting article on the Heads conference held in New Zealand last year as summed up by Paul Channon :
The power of the IBPYP Programme

At the leading Edge, a call for Creativity, Innovation and 21st Century thinking

The above was the very relevant theme of the ICP Conference in Auckland, New Zealand, which was attended by about 200 South African heads.

According to an educational advisor to the UK government; the twin drivers of population growth and technology, and the way they intersect, are changing society in a way that no one can predict. A question he asked is what the world will look like in 2020 and then again what will it look like in the year when those who are presently aged seven are at retirement age. Nobody knows, so how do we prepare them for this world?

He feels that we have educated people away from their natural talents. There is a critical need for creativity which is the process of having original ideas that add value. We would benefit from a richer concept of intelligence; it should be seen as being dynamic, and richly multi-faceted and diverse. It’s all about making lots of connections. He claims intelligence and creativity are intimately linked and that everyone can be taught to be creatively intelligent. Creativity should be seen as “applied intelligence”, it should be described and encouraged. Innovation is “applied creativity”. 

According to him, the present educational system is very linear and seems to have as its optimum output that all students become university professors. Unfortunately 

subjects.

“ To be truly educated, a student must also make connections across the disciplines, discover ways to integrate the separate subjects, and ultimately relate what they learn to life” (Boyer ,1995)

ACCESS DISCS

Please remember to pick your discs up at the office. We can only order the 2nd discs once you have picked up the original one.

SCHOOL UNIFORM
If the weather permits we will still be wearing Summer uniform until the 25th April. Thereafter winter uniform is compulsory.  Below are the winter uniform specifications. Please note that disciplinary action will be taken if children come to school in incorrect uniform if their uniform has not yet been ordered. 
School Uniform: Nursery & Reception
Winter – Girls & Boys
School Tracksuit. White or Navy Golf Shirt

Polar Fleece jersey, navy ankle or knee-high socks.

Sport shoes (white/navy, ankle cut)

Year 1 – 12:

Girls:  School Skirt, Fitted White long sleeved Shirt,
White or Navy Golf Shirt, Polar Fleece , Navy Knee-High socks or Black/Navy Tights, black school shoes.
Please take note that the girls can wear their tracksuit until their skirts arrive.

Boys: Stone colour Long pants, black belt (compulsory),

Formal white long sleeve shirt, White or Navy Golf Shirt.

Polar Fleece, School shoes (lace up), navy short or knee-high socks.  Tracksuit only on Phys Ed days.

DATES TO DIARISE

8 April                     Classes resume

14 April                   Extra mural activities resume
16 April                    Nomination forms to Mrs Austin

18 April                    Assembly for Mrs Bowley

21 April                    Nominees circulated to parents

24 April                   Voting: Advisory board

25 April                   School ends at 11am

                                Professional development for staff

5 May                       Classes resume

                                ISASA workshop from 4 – 7 pm

6 May                       Nutrition presentation

10 May                     Mother’s day celebration




