International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk             
8th October 2008




Dear Parents,





In the past year, in my position as head of school, it has become clear to me that this is a school with a strong spirit of engagement, from staff and pupils alike. This is one of the most fundamental characteristics of successful schools, engaging young people in the joy of exploration and discovery, learning to learn and engaging others with their infectious enthusiasm. It is with such a sense of engagement that I have approached my new responsibilities, bringing ideas and ideals drawn from a variety of professional experience to be part of a collective vision for how the school can expand the horizons of all. I believe we must seek to open minds and expand individual and collective potential; the education we offer must prepare young people for a rapidly changing and complex world. By both challenging and supporting each individual as they learn in a variety of environments, not just within the classroom walls, we can broaden their experience and preparation for life, asking them to consider their social and environmental responsibilities as they grow in maturity. The education we strive to offer is “International” and must open up the widest range of opportunities for further education and employment in South Africa and the wider world, and whilst we achieve this objective with our limited high school facilities, my major priority is to secure the physical development of the school so that the education we offer will be even more diverse and rich in experience. I continue to look forward to journeying together, collaboratively building the future of what is a great school.





We have scheduled a meeting for the evening of the 18th November where our local architect who has been employed by IES and is working very closely with our architect abroad would love to meet with the parent body. At this meeting the parents will be able to give input on the new school and the things that you would value or feel are essential for our new school. Mr. Mira will also be available to answer any of your questions. Our architect based in Chile may also be visiting in November and hopes to be able to meet with all the stakeholders; staff and parents.





FIND THAT PHONE!


Staff and students alike are becoming more and more stressed and excited about the production drawing nearer. Thank you to the parents who have been sending in the make-up and money for costumes. We ask those parents who have not yet contributed to please send their money and make-up in. A special thanks to Mrs Janse and her small team who are giving so much of their time and energy to get the costumes done on time. They would really welcome more help!


During the week of the production, there will be no extra mural activities and the children participating will receive no homework.





SUMMER SCHOOL UNIFORM:


The students are asked to wear their summer school uniforms weather permitting. If the days are a bit cold, please do allow the children to come in their warmer winter uniform.


 


DROP AND GO:


Thank you to the parents for being so positive about the new drop - and - go system which seems to be running very smoothly. Any parent who would like to accompany their children to their class should please park in the parking area in front of the hall and escort their child/children to their class through the main entrance to the school. All other gates will remain closed for security reasons. All parents just dropping their children are to drive on the left past the church, around the circle and stop in front of the school allowing their child to disembark and enter the school building. Once the child has entered the school, they are to drive on.  It will thus not be necessary to park. The second car will then drive up and drop their children at the entrance. Traffic will be directed for the first week. Hopefully this system will alleviate the parking problem and the risk of children being knocked over in the parking lot.





HIGH SCHOOL MEETING:


There will be a compulsory meeting for all grade 11 parents on the 14th October at 18:30 to discuss the curriculum for next year.





MONTESSORI MEETING:


There will be a meeting for all Montessori parents on Thursday the 9th October at 19:00. It is vital that all parents attend.





SUMMER SPORTS:


Just a reminder that there will be no swimming this term as the Strand swimming pool is closed for renovations. Fixtures for cricket and tennis are still to be confirmed. 





SCHOOL FEES:


If you have not received your school fee account for this term please notify the office and if there are any discrepancies re: your school fees please let us know as soon as possible.





SCHOOL REPORTS:


We are asking all parents to please remember to sign the school reports and return them to school.





SPANISH LESSONS:


We are doing our utmost to get the Spanish lessons up and running again as soon as possible. Mrs. Schurer will unfortunately not be returning.



























































DATES TO DIARISE :


There are many dates to diarize for the term. Please note that dates for sports fixtures will be added during the term. Please also make special note of the Awards ceremonies. Every child will receive recognition so please make a special effort to be there for your child.





7 Oct.�
1st Day of 4th Term�
�
9 Oct�
Montessori parent meeting�
�
10 Oct�
Science Expo entries�
�
14 Oct�
High school meeting�
�
15 Oct�
Sandwiches Year 8�
�
17 Oct�
Whole school photo�
�
17 Oct�
DVD evening�
�
22 Oct�
Sandwiches Year 7�
�
24 Oct�
Year 5 and 6 cake sale�
�
25 Oct�
Mini cricket festival – Bridge House�
�
29 Oct�
Sandwiches year 6�
�
30 Oct�
School production �
�
31 Oct�
School production �
�
1 Nov�
School production  matinee performance�
�
3 Nov�
U/7 mini cricket vs Beaumont�
�
4 Nov�
Schonell testing�
�
5 Nov�
Induction day�
�
5 Nov�
Year 5 sandwiches�
�
8 Nov�
Mini cricket vs Somerset College prep�
�
11 Nov�
High School Awards ceremony�
�
12 Nov�
Sandwiches Year 4�
�
14 Nov�
Year 11 examinations begin�
�
17 Nov�
High school exams begin (yr 7 – 9)�
�
18 Nov�
Parent meeting re: new school plus Presentation on the state of education in South Africa.�
�
19 Nov�
Sandwiches year 3�
�
26 Nov�
Sandwiches year 2�
�
27 Nov�
Primary School Awards ceremony �
�
3 Dec�
Sandwiches year 1�
�
3 Dec�
Entrepreneur’s day and carols evening�
�
5 Dec�
Last day of school�
�






Kind Regards


Annette Austin and Staff  


























