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Issue 03



      Date: 9th February 2009
UNLEARNING EDUCATION

A very relevant question about education today would be: “Is education more important than ever but less relevant than ever?” and would it be fair to say that at present school is a place where young people go to watch older people work? The world is changing rapidly and what are we as teachers doing to keep up? Teachers are no longer expected to still hang on to the 30 year old system of delivering content but rather to educate thinkers. Thinkers that have been made aware of what society is all about that have been led to discover problem solving skills.  It is now that the agility of teachers to make the jump into the “New world” is being questioned. In order to steer the youth to be problem solvers we need to understand the problems they will be facing in the future. 

The world today poses different challenges and different problems than the one we as teachers grew up in. Some of these problems include the following: Global warming, Excessive population growth, Water shortages, The spread of deserts, Pandemics, Extreme poverty, Unstoppable global migrations, Non-state actors with extreme weapons, Violent religious extremism, War that could end civilization and a new Dark Age to name but a few. Fortunately it is not all doom and gloom, with all these problems more and more opportunities manifest themselves.

Our youth is becoming more robust and the “Kid to Kid networking” is strengthening their resolve. Technology is getting cheaper creating greater opportunities for a collarless workplace. Creativity is now everyone’s business and the global workforce options have increased and will further increase in the future. Students are in a world where things are correctable and fixable. Look at what they are doing the “Undo” button is a very good example; there is always a second chance there is always a short cut. Let’s think: What should children remember? Should they bring along the heavy luggage when cabin luggage is enough? Our practices need to be sustainable; we need to pick a few core issues and put the rest of the luggage in the hold. Move away from the heavy and fixed teach the students to travel light, leave behind the tedious. We need complex agile thinkers more than we need PhD’s. 

What students need in this day and age is both HIGH expectations and HIGH support. They need to experience negative things not endless praise; they have to realize that not everyone is a winner every time. They have to experience the knocks of life so that they can learn to deal with them. High achievers have to be good learners learning from mistakes. It is important for our students to develop the capacity to know what to do when they do not know what to do. We should challenge then not steal the challenge by giving them the answer, we should support and direct; not spoon feed for the sake of getting through the syllabus. What we need to focus on is freeing a student into the world with the following skills: ‘Co-habitation’ meaning cultural agility, Risk-taking, Self criticality, Creativity, Literacy & numeracy, Design skills with digital savvy, Multi-lingual, Ideas-oriented, Error-welcoming, Ambitious, Ethical & kind, Global orientation and Self-managing learners.
In order for us to achieve this there are some institutional shifts that will have to take place.

	Unlearn
	Learn

	Front loading

Subjects

  Hierarchy

Division of labour 

Conformity

Lock-step

   Linearity
‘Factories
	Lifelong, life-wide learning

Trans-disciplinary 

Horizontality
Collaboration
Diversity
Flexible pathways

Creativity
‘Hubs’


We need to teach our children: Tolerate discomfort because you know where you are going. Society is instant gratification at present and thus less robust. Our job is to give them access to ideas, challenge them with active instructions. We need to give them the pleasure of the rigger of the work. A definite shift in values needs to take place if we want this to happen.

	Unlearn
	Learn

	Memorization 

Performance testing

Compliance
Imitation

Control and command

Supply-side thinking

Mass custody

Authority

Competitive individuals

Pre-packaged content

Throw-away society
	Learning agility

Learning to learn

Co-creation
Creativity

Support and Direction

User-led thinking

Risk and interactivity
Voice

Dynamic teams

Prod-user content

Sustainable living


Let us start getting angry about wrong doing we should keep strong principles and we should not cuddle them. Integrity means to do the right thing even when nobody is watching, that should be the focus and although solidarity is very important it should never be placed before integrity. We don’t teach volumes by telling students, but students will only remember the curriculum of our lives. We need to   set the example.

All the above does not mean that we have to move away from the core fundamentals but we need to make them Digital/Functional /interactive. You can sell a house just on explaining the functionality of it but if you add the story of the house you increase the chances of a sale. Thus we need to focus on the functionality as well as the Aesthetics. As everyone is aware the creative economy is growing and we as teacher need to turn the knowledge we part of into thinking and doing. This means we need to move away from the traditional passive consumer and more towards the active producer. We need to increase their capacity to handle conflict and negative rigourness.

It is important for the students to know that they do not have to know everything and they have to learn how to fail, Thomas Edison is a good example for using failures as learning experiences whilst developing the light bulb.

The main aim for 21st century education would be to promote the following:

· Self-managing learners (not passive imitators)

· Meddling pedagogy (not just knowing and facilitating)

· Trans-disciplinary curriculum (not just silos)

· Learning neighbourhoods (not just group work)

· Brokering leadership (not just administering)

· Authentic, active assessment (not memorization) 

Paul Hawken said the following: “The great thing about the dilemma we are in is that we get to re-imagine every single thing we do. What a great time to be born, what a great time to be alive because this generation gets to essentially completely change the world.” 

Our responsibility as teachers is to equip this generation to be able to be “World Changers”.
SCHOOL PICNIC
It was lovely seeing so many children at the school picnic on Friday. The children seemed to have loads of fun.

ELECTION OF ADVISORY BOARD:
We will have to postpone the election of the Advisory Board members until next week as we have not yet received any nominations. Please send all the cv’s and nominations to the office before Friday
VALENTINES DAY:
Valentines Day Cupcakes

A special cupcake with a message for your loved one or just a friend.(or a mum)

Only R7.00

Place order with any Matric pupil.

They will be delivered on Friday morning.  Make a special person feel special.

A.
“own message”

B.
Love you forever…

C.
Forever friends

D.
Be my Valentine
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E.
You’ve got a secret  admirer




INTERNATIONAL DAY:
We would like to apologise for the printing error last week stating that International Day will be happening at the end of February. Our International Day celebrations will be on Saturday the 25th April.
SCHULTÜTEN (ZUCKERTÜTEN)
The beautifully decorated, pyramid shaped containers brought to school by a few of our Year 1 learners is a German tradition that has been cultivated and cherished since 1810. The children were told that the “SCHULTÜTE” grew on a special tree and when it was big enough it was time for the child to go to school. Parents fill the “TÜTE” with sweets, cakes, stationery, fruits and nuts, toys and other lovely surprises. What a lovely tradition! One that is really worth starting at ISH???
HIGH SCHOOL PARENT EVENING:

Just a reminder to all high school parents about the High school parent evening to be held tonight at 7pm. All parents are requested to attend.

Kind Regards,

Annette Austin and Staff
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