International School of Helderberg
From the Principal’s Desk

                                                17 January 2008
	Dear Parents,
WELCOME: A very warm welcome to all our pupils, old and new. It was lovely to see all the smiling faces and everybody so neatly dressed in their school uniforms this morning.

STAFFING NEWS: I welcomed my very competent staff back on Monday. I would just like to take this opportunity to thank them for everything they do for the pupils and the school. We are very sad to inform you that Mrs. Bowley will be leaving us at the end of the First Term to pursue her psychology studies more fervently. We wish her well with this. Another great loss to the school is Mrs. Tarling, who will be leaving us as soon as we can find somebody who can fill her shoes adequately. Mrs. Tarling will be staying home to assist her husband with his business as well as to be with little Jordyn.
Mr. Jerling will be joining us at the end of February in the High School and will also take over the role of sports coordinator. Mrs Tilleman will be filling his position until then. Mrs Brenda Booysen will be teaching English in the High School. Miss Mc Chlery is our new Reception teacher and the children love her already. Ms Hugill has moved to Year 3. We are privileged to have an educator of her caliber in our
midst. Ms. Hugill will also be working with our special needs children.
The year 4 and 5 children will continue to have German lessons twice a week which will be offered by Mrs. Eck-Made. The year 7 and 8 learners will be taught Spanish as a compulsory subject, which will become optional in Year 9. 
In the igh schoolHigh school we will be following the IEB program as well as offering A levels. We will be implementing the IBO Middle Years Program in a candidate status and will receive a primary years inspection towards the end of the year from the IBO office to become an authorized PYP school.

SCHOOL UNIFORMS: We do understand that there are uniforms on order, so children without the proper uniform will be permitted to wear their sport uniform until they have received their uniform orders. Please ensure that you have ordered the correct uniform for your child. I will be lenient until the end of the term.
On Phys Ed days, the learners may wear their sports clothes to school. On days that they have sport after school, they are please to change at second break or after school.

The Early childhood children are permitted to come to school in their Phys ED clothes.

EXTRA MURAL ACTIVITIES: The extra mural activity choice form will be sent out electronically today. Please return them to the school asap as the activities begin on Monday the 21st January.

STARTING AND COLLECTING TIMES AND VENUES: School begins promptly at 7.50 am. Please assist us by getting the children to school on time. The Montessori and Nursery school day ends at 12.30. Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 end at 13:00 and from Year 3 upwards at 14:15. Please collect your children promptly at the end of the school day as we will not be allowing any children to go to aftercare unless they are registered. Please check the new aftercare rates and regulations. Please inform us in writing, by email or telephonically if anybody other than yourself will be picking your child up from school at the end of the day. The safety of your children is our utmost priority. If we have not been informed, we will unfortunately not permit anybody else to take your child home.
RECYCLING: Recycling will continue as for last year. Please remember to send in the children’s recycling every Tuesday. They will receive House Points for this.



	TUCKSHOP: We would love to continue running this for the children. If any moms are willing to assist us with this please call the office.

MY SCHOOL CARD: Please support us by using your MY SCHOOL CARD when shopping at participating stores. A percentage of all that you purchase is given back to the school, and this is used to buy added extras for the classrooms. Application forms for MY SCHOOL CARD are available in the office.
CELL PHONE POLICY: Cell phones are not permitted at school as they are extremely disruptive. If your child insists on bringing it to school, it is to be kept switched off in his/her bag during the school day. In the case of theft, the school will not accept any responsibility. In the case of an emergency, please call us at the office and we will get the message to your child immediately. If this rule is contravened the cell phone will be confiscated and locked up

in the school safe for 2 weeks. Parents will be asked to collect it.

BULLYING: No bullying in any form will be tolerated at school and will be dealt with very severely.

ABSENTEEISM: Please notify the office if your child is absent from school. Promotion to the next grade cannot be guaranteed in the case of frequent absences.
SCHOOL REPORTS: Please return all December 2007 reports to the school office.

SANDWICHES: We will continue to make sandwiches for the Emyezweni Daycare and Preschool on Wednesdays. We appreciate donations of jam, peanut butter and margarine to stock up our pantry for this purpose. Please support this project by sending R5 towards buying the bread each week.

HATS: Please assist us in keeping your children safe from the sun. Hats are compulsory for all pupils. Please ensure that they are clearly marked and we suggest that you leave them at school each day. Please also apply a high Factor sunblock to your child each morning before school.

NEW SCHOOL: I am meeting with the architect and all the other parties involved with the rezoning process this afternoon.  I will update you at the Meeting next week.

		“BACK TO SCHOOL” NIGHT:  A reminder that this meeting will take place on Tuesday evening from 

7 – 8pm.  

INTRODUCTION OF IES BOARD: Mr McEwen, one of the directors on the IES board, will be visiting the school next week and would love to meet the parents. I have scheduled a meeting for Thursday the 24th January from 19:00 to 20:00. Snacks and drinks will be served. Unfortunately he is only arriving on the 24th so he is unable to meet you at “Back to School” night.

INTERNATIONAL DAY: We will be celebrating the diverse cultures at our school and will be having an International Day on the Saturday the 8th March. If any parents would be willing to assist me please let me know.

DATES TERM 1:

21st January         Extra mural activities begin

22nd January        Back to school night (7 – 8 pm)

24th January        Introduction of IES board (7 – 8)

25th January        Parent/teacher get together

4th February         Schonell Assessment

6 – 8th February    Year 4 – 6 Wortelgat camp

12th February        Inter IES Tennis

13th February        Cricket vs Hermanus away                                                  

                             U12/13/14

14th February        Valentines day 

15th February        Staff prof. development. Pupils go   
                             home at 12.30.

20th February        Inter IES mini cricket

                              U 11 – 13 cricket vs Kingway

23rd February        Applewood triathlon from U9

26th February        Parent/Principal forum

28th February        ISH swimming Gala

1st March               Bridge House mini cricket

6th March              Four schools gala

7th March              Inter-schools tennis - Applewood

8th March              ISH International Day

10th March             HS Wortelgat camp

12th March             Cricket vs Hout Bay

14th March             Extra mural program ends

17th March             Parent/Teacher conference

                             IES interschool chess tournament

18th March             INTER IES SUMMER SPORTS

19th March             Inter IES Gala

20th March            Mrs Feldman civvies day

                              School closes at 11:00  
Kind regards
Annette Austin

			

	


