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HIGH SCHOOL
TERM 1 
25 January 2010

Dear Parents,
Welcome to the new term!

We have started the year on a very high note….100%  Matriculation Pass. All subjects were passed and a number of distinctions were achieved. (These statistics will be shared with you at our first Parent/Teacher meeting. (We are hoping to have at least one meeting per term to keep our  parents in the High School informed of all activities etc.)


Year 10/ 11 Parents:

We have joined the two classes as there are only three Year 11 students. The work will be taught at the correct level, except for English and Afrikaans where both groups will benefit from a challenging Literature syllabus. 

We have introduced Art as a Matriculation subject and welcome Ms. Heidi Weyers to our staff. She is currently appointed on a part time capacity and brings to our school a wealth of experience, information and new ideas. .

Year 7 – 9 Parents:

A special welcome to all parents. We are looking forward to a fruitful and exciting year.

There will be a meeting for all parents of Year 7 – 9 students on the 2nd February 2010.
Students will be facing new challenges this year as we gear ourselves up for the implementation of the IB Diploma Course. There will be new subjects and parents will be informed in more detail at the meeting.

· A new course CAS will be introduced to this year groups and it will be taught on a Wednesday morning. This course has a sports component and all students are required to wear the sport uniform on that day.

· Students must wear their school uniform every day. (The sports uniform is: School shorts and a white or blue shirt. A school cap or hat and trainers, no school shoes may be worn).

· Ms Prior has offered to run a Senior Drama Club on Thursday afternoons: Grade 7 – 10 from 15H15 –16H00. This will only take place if the group is more than five children).

General Information:

· Year 9 – 11 will be going to visit the pottery factory near the school on Friday 29th January 2010. They will be accompanied by Ms Weyers and will walk to the factory. (It is a five minute walk from the school)

· Ms de Robeck is in the process of organizing a camp for the students. 

· There will be an official test week at the end of March and students will write two subjects a day. The normal school day will continue, but two test periods will be held early in the morning. Students who are absent will need a doctor’s letter and will supplement all subjects they have missed.

· A compulsory science project will be set for Years 7 – 10. The project mark will be part of the promotion mark at the end of the year. Topics will be handed out in May 2009 and the project will be due in October. There will be many prizes and an external panel of judges will judge these projects.(Science Department will organize this project) 

· Parent/Teacher meetings: You will be supplied with an Agenda before the meeting and if there is anything you would like to add to the agenda you will need to forward it to the school (Secretary’s office) two days before the meeting.

· We are instituting a system of Merits and demerits and this will be discussed with the students next week. You will be given all the details by Ms de Robeck at the Parent Meetings.

· We will be issuing textbooks for as many subjects as possible. We are trying to keep expenses down for all parents . The books will be issued to the students and it is their responsibility to return the books at the end of the year. It is however not possible to provide all the books and for certain subjects such as Mathematics, Literature (English and Afrikaans) you will need to purchase the books. This will be discussed at the Parent/Teacher meeting. 
(You will be invoiced by the Bursar).Year 10/11 will be required to purchase some of the books they need for their specialist subjects.)

I wish you and your family a wonderful Year at home and at ISH and look forward to meeting on the 2nd and 3rd of February. 

Thank You

Rosalind  Arenson

Head of High School
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